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SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM OCTOBER 29,* 1861, TO MAY 13, 1862.

Letter from the Neeretary of the Navy to Major Barnard, U, 8, Army,
requesting Iis presence in conference regarding qﬁwwnoy oj the blockad-
ing squadrons.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 26, [1861].
Sir: I have to request that you will be pleased to confer Wlth Cap-
tain S, I, Du Pont, U. 8. Navy, and Protessor A. D, Bache, Superin-
tendent U, S, Ooast, burvey, upon subjects connected with the. ufﬂ(,iency
of the blockading squadrons, the nat;ure of which will be stated in the
instructions of this Department to Captain Du Pont already given and
to be issued hereafter.
I am, respectfully, your obuhult servant,
GIDEON WELLES.
Major J. G. BARNARD,
Corps of Bngineers U, S. Army, Washington.

First veport of conference for the consideration of measures for effectually
blockading the South Atlantic coust,

[WAsmNGTON, D. G,y July 5, 18(;1 I

Sir: We have the h’ nor to inform you that the conterence, in com.
pliance with y¢ , communicated through Oaptain Du Porit, has
had under considerition tlmt part of your letter of lnstru(,tlons of the

25th ultimo which relates to the necessity of occupying two or more
points on the Atlantic coast, Ier naudma bemg partncularly mentloned
as one of those-points, .

(lepob on the southern exti
it occurs to the conference that if thls coal dqmt were smtably selected
it might be used not only as a depot for coal, but as a depot of provis-
ions_and common stores, as a harbor of rofuoe, and as a general ren-
deavous, or headquarters, for that parb of the oo;wt.

861, on whict lnttel ‘dute the opemtlons of

mg It is considered desirable to
include in ﬁpnt volime (Se rtain additional preliminary:
correspondence relative to the é)repamtmu of" the South Atlautio Blockading Squad:
ron, from June 26 to October 29, 1861,—C meus. 195
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‘We separate in our minds the two enterprises of a purely military
expedition and an expedition the principal design of which is the estab-
lishment of a naval station for promoting the efficiency of the blockade.
We shall have the honor to present plans for both expeditions; but
we will begin with tlie latter, premising, however, that we think both
of them should be conducted simultaneously. ' ‘

Fernandina is, by its position, obviously the most-desirable point for
a place of deposit, answering at one end of the line, to Hampton Roads
at the other. In addition to its position in this respect it enjoys sev-
eral other advantages almost peculiar to itselt and well suited to the
object in view, _

1t has 14 feet of water on the bar at low water and 20 at high water,
a convenient depth for all stewm vessels of the Navy either propelled
by screws or side wheels, rated as “second-class steam sloops,” and
under; for all of those rated as ¢ first-class steam sloops,” which are pro-
pelled by screws, and by most of the same class propelled by side
wheels when light, and by all the newly purchased and chartered
steamers of every description, with the exception, perhaps, of one or
two of the very largest mail-packet steamers, when deeply loaded.

These depths are pertectly convenient for the new sloops and gun-
boats now on the stocks, and for the ordinary merchant vessels pur-
chased or chartered for freight. o

The main ship channel over 8t, Mary’s Bar into Fernandina Harboz,
though not direct, is by no means tortuous or difficult, 1t is casily defined
by buoys, and a range by means of beacons renders the passage of the
bar itself secure. A steam tug will always be at hand to take in sail-
ing vessels when necessary.

Ingide of the har there is an unlimited extent of deep-water accom-
modation; and also the protection of smooth water before reaching the
landlocked basins, o ,

The anchorage in' Amelia River possesses the quiet and safety of an
enclosed dock, Repairsof all kinds may be carried on there without the
fear of accidents arising from motion of the water, ‘ v

The town of Fernandina and the wharves and depots of the Florida
Railroad Company furnish conveniences the value of which need not
be enlarged upon, If the seizure were conducted so suddenly as to
prevent the destruction of property and buildings (which it would {be]
difficult to replace), the facilities for landing and storing coal and other
materials will be found ready for use,

Another feature of this port, and one which has appeared to us to be
of sufficient importance to engage your particular attention, is the iso-
lated position of Fernandina territorially and in population, Fernan-
dina is cn an island, bounded by the ocean on one side, and having on
the other an interior, poor and uninviting in-all respects, sparse in pop-
ulation, remote from large cities or centers of military occupation, and
not easily accessible by railroad or water communication. ‘

By the census of 1850 the population of Fernandina was about 600;
it is now 1,000, St. Mary’s was about 700; Darien was about 65560
Jacksonville was about 1,145; St. Augustine was about 1,934,

The distance by water from Fernandina to St. Mary’s is 9 miles; Fer-
nandina to Brunswick is 35 miles; Fernandina to Darien is 51 miles;
Fernandina, by railroad, to Baldwin is 47 miles; from Baldwin to Jack-
sonville is 20 miies, and from Fernandina, by water, to Savannah, 120
miles; Fernandina, by water, to Charleston, —- miles; Fernandina, by
railroad, to Cedar Keys, 1564 miles, and from Fernandina to Tallahassee,
by the railroad to the Baldwin Junction (Alligator), nearly 200 miles
(192).
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With all the above. mentioned places thexe is water communieation,
except Oedar Keys, Tallahassee, and the railrond stations between
them, But it is apparent that any military opposition of weight
must come from Savannah and Charleston, and pnuclp.ﬂly through
Cumberland Sound, and the depth (less than 10 feet in some places) of
this line of interior n‘wlg,‘mon would require the transportation of the
troops in the light steamers that are employed there. These steamers
are 80 light and devoid of shelter that an expedition would hardly be
undertaken if Ameha Island were properly garrisoned.

The environs of Iernandina form a natural protéetion against an
attack by land. They consist of marsh and sand, which alone compose
the shores of the rivers and bayous.

We are careful to avoid making this communication unnecessarily
long by entering upon a comparison of Fernandina with other places
in the same region of coast, such as Brunswick, for ommple, which is
now connected by railroad with Savannah, and bemg more in the inte-
rior is less healthy; or St. John’s entrance, whicly could ‘be easily forti-
fied ag'liust us, and has an insuperable objection in its bar; but we
take pains to say that such comparisons have formed a large part of
our study of the whole subject,

We have not spoken of the peculiar advantages of Fernandina as a
depot and naval station without attaching a meaning to the word.

Although an open and rapid communication with the Gulf of Mexico
by the Florida Railroad to Oedar Keys, accomplished in eleven hours,
wotld undoubtedly be desirable, still it has not entered into our project
to recommend the maintenance of this communication. To do so would
unp]oy a force dmproportloned to the possible benefit to be derived
from it. The Central Railroad to Tallahassee, which connects with
this road at Baldwin, is completed as far as Alligator, and for a certain
distance from Tallahassee east, about 20 miles, The country on the
line of the road is thickly wooded and has few inhabitants, A road of
such length (1564 miles) in an obscure and inhospitable district may be
easily rendered impassable.

Fort Clineh is not thought t¢ be defensible in its present condition,
and the sand batteries on the shore can probably be easily turned.

‘T'he water is so smooth in ordmfu'y times, on the outer shore of
Amelia Island, that a landing can be effected there with facility, and
will, in our opinion, be advisable at-more than one point. This landing
can nob be covered by large ships, especially such as the screw frigates,
Vessels of small draft must be selected for this duty, and when the
points of landing are fixed upon the lines of approach for the covenug
vessels must be ghstmctly traced out.

’J.‘he Florida Railroad from the west shore of Amelia Islund, across
the river, is built on piles for the distance of about 1 mile, similar to
the long bridges across the Bush and Gunpowder,

When the attack is made, one or more small gunboats might take
the back entrance through Nassau Inlet and Sound and prevent the
destruction of this bridge by the rebels, Nassau entrance is, no doubt,
unguarded. Nassau Bar has only b feet on it, and even this depth 13
not to be relied upon. A rapid survey immediately preceding the
attack will correct any misapprehension on this point; launches may
therefore be employed.

The preservation of this trestle bridge is worth an effort; the
remainder of the road can be replaced with less cost, because it runs
through a naturally level country.

It is estimated that 3,000 men would take and hold the place, with
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the assistance of such foroe as could be furnished by the fleet. = After
the place was taken a portion of the defensive tforce would be found on
board the vessels in port. Thus the number of troops to be added to
viie “narines and seamen employed in the attack and subsequent
defense would not probably at any time exceed this number of 3,000.
"~ The details of the expedition to Fernandina, if decided upon, will fall
under the several bureaus of the War and Navy Departments and the
chiefs of the expedition, to whom the conference will be always ready
to offer such information and make such suggestions as may result
from their careful study of the ground,

The sailing directions for the pert of I'ernandina, the instructions for
the disposition of the buoys and beacons, the outer and inner anchor-
ages, the pilotage, and the meteorology of this section of the coast,
will be hercafter furnished by the conterence from the archives of the
_Coast Survey.

1t is known that Fernandina is healthy and that lt can supply wood
and water in abundance. Its‘market supplies remain to be developed.

Finally, we will repeat the remark made in the beginning of this
report, that we think this expedition to Fernaudina should be under-
taken simultaneously with a similar expedition having a purely mili-
tary character,

We are preparing a brief report on the latter, which we shall have
the honor to submit in a few days.

. . S I% Du Ponr,
Captain, U, 8. Navy, President,
J. (G, BARNARD,
Major, U, S. Engineers, Member.
A. D, BAoug,
Superintendent U. S. Coast Survey, Member.
C. H. DAvIs,
Jommander, U, 8. Navy, Member and Seeretary.

Hon, GIDEON WELLLER,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Second report of con/‘ucnoc Sfor the aonsu]crahon of measures for effect-
ually blockading the South Atlantic coust.

WASHINGTON, D. C., July 16, 1801,

SR :- We have thie honor to inform you that one of the results of otir
study of the bnubhem Atlantic coast of the United States in reference
to its blockade is to recommend that it be divided into two sections,
one of which will extend from Cape llun'y to Oape Romain, about 370
miles, and the other from Cape Romain to St. Augustine, about 220
mifes. The gco graplncal features of the northern or upper section are
very different from those of the southern or lower section, and accord-
ingly the treatment of the two should be distinct, The former is
characterized by narrow belts of sand which sepamte large inland
.waters from the ocean, and are divided at irregular intervals by open-
ings or inlets through which the ocean tides ebb and flow and access is
obtained to the enclosed sounds. The latter is distinguished by the
ordinary ports and bays, The subject of the present cmmnummtmn
will be the first of these sections; the second is reserved for a future .
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report, In order to show the importance of this section of the coast,
which embraces the whole seaboard of North Carolina and & portion ot
that of South Carolina and Virginia, we must observe, in the first
place, that the Llizabeth and James rivers {the ports of Norfolk and
Richmond) are not effectually blockaded until tho entrance into Albe-
marle, Pamlico, and Core sounds is stopped against the enemy., Tlie
external bouudary ot these sounds, the narrow belt of sand separating
them from the sea, is sparsely mhablted, except at summer watering
places like Nag’s Head, or the few and distant towns like Portsmouth.
The inner shore line conmsts chicfly of marshes and ceilar swamps, but
the interior communication with Norfolk by the Dismal Swamp Canal
and by the Albemarle and Ches apeake Canal and by the rivers and
ailroads with North Carolina and Virginia is complete. All this is so
apparent upon the maps that it is only necessary to allude to it, The
several towns of Iilizabeth City, ldenton, Washington, and New Berne;
the rivers Nmth, Pasquotank, Pamlico, and Neuse, are connected in
trade and intercourse by numerous steamers suited to the navigation
of these shallow waters, 'This trade ineludes a considerable foreign
commerce with the West Indies, of no great importance (for revenue)
to the United States, but vastly important to the rebels while they are
debarred the use of the entramce to the Uhewpeake. But for this the
sterile or half drowned shores of North Carolina might be neglected.:

But it is an important object in the present war that this trade, home
and foreign, should be interrupted, and for this purpose it is desirable
to adopt some general method by which the approaches from the sea -
and the channels inside from sound to sound may be shut up. ,

The most obvious method of accomplishing this object is by putting
down material obstructions; and the most convenient form of obstruc-
tion, for transportation and use, is that of old vessels laden with ballast
ina nelghboring port, and ‘sunk in the appropriate places, They would
entirely obliterate the old channels; new channels would be formed in
time, but their general use would be almost impossible, certainly very
precm‘lom until they were reexamined at leisure, The part of the coast
of which we are speaking is peculiarly dddl)tbd to this course of action
by the smallness of the tides, which have a rise of only 14 feet at-Cape
Hatteras, 24 feet at Cape [Tenry, 109 nautical miles north, and 2§ feet
at Cape Lookout, 68 miles south, They flow but a short (llstance into
Pamlico Sound, where the inner bars or ¢ bulkheads,” as they are defined
on the QCoast burvcy charts, mark the places ol principal ‘deposit of
the moving sands and of meeting, therefore, of the inner and outer
waters,

The chief rise and fall of the waters of these sounds are caused by
the winds; wherever the obstacles are so ])l(u'ul as to be sheltered
from them they would probably remain; but in very severe storms, in
which the waters are heaped up onone sule of the sound, their l'oturn
to a state of equilibrium’is attended with so much violence that the
smaller hulks could hardly fail to be acted upon and removul

These are oxtremecases, There would be no force ariging from regular
currents, or the momentum of large bodies of water that would proba-
bly undermine them, except in heavy gales, Piles nu;,ht be driven in
the interior of the sounds, but their employment is less simple and
more laborious, Our sunken hulks should 'be visited frequently to
guard against their removal, bub with the means at hand the enemy
could effect but little in thdt ivay. DBesides the+inlets, there are two
harbors that may have to be blockaded from outside, Beaufort and Cape
Fear River, unless expeditions were undertaken to wpture Forts,
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Macon and Caswell, which would form a separate subie(,t of considera-
tion, 1t is said tlmt the alarm of the people of Wilmington has le()
them to close New Inlet. If, instead of being closed, it should be forti-
fied, the batteri ies, we imagine, could be easily turnu] whether on the
main or on Smith’s Island. If we carry our opemtlons as far as
Georgetown, that harbor may be closed or blockaded, as found most
-convenient,

This long stretch of coast of about 350 miles, one-third of the whole
coast from Cape Heunry to Cape Florida, requires the watching or
closing of only ten or twelve harbors and inlets. In this respect, and
in respect to populatlon supplies, fertility, or natural resources, it is
the weakest part of the coast of the Umted States of the same extent,

The seaboard itself would furnish but little resistance, except where
the inlets have been fortified, and expeditions from the sounds aud from
the rivers emptying into them must be conducted in small vessels and
steamers of light draft, such as would be easily met and discomfited,
It is certain that the distance of the seacoast from the interior, and
the thinly distributed population, will prevent any rally in time to
interfere with our operations,

Wood and water are found on the sand beaches, and the latter may
be obtained in some places by boring the cedar swamps. The coast of
South Oarolina, between the boundary of North Oarolina and George-
town, includes tlie famous Horry district, the forests and swamps of
which comedown nearly to the ocean ‘shore, Major Prince, U. S, Army,
explored it for the Coast Survey, and the trmugulatlon was carried on
by cutting’ through nearly every step of the way after leaving the
sounds south of Oape IFear entrance, The vicinity of Cape Hatteras is
one of the worst regions on our coast for tempestuous weather, the cape
itself being the point of séparation between the storms peculiar to the
two divisions of the country—the West India hurricanes at the south,
the course of which, after skirting the ocean Dborders of Florida,
Georgia, and South Carolina, turns to the eastward before arriving at
Cape Hatteras, and the common northeast. storms of our Northern
States, which begin at the southwest extremity of their track and make
their progress to the northward and eastward.  We will now proceed
to name these inlets, from north to south, in order in which they stand
on our notes, and speclfy the manner in which they ought, in our
opinion, to be treated.

1. Oregon, or New Inlet, 35 miles north of 8 ape Hatteias, Pamlico
Sound, cmsb of North O'uolum has o dangerous shifting bar, on which
there is 7 feet at low and 9 ﬁ,et at high water. [t should be blocked
~up by sinking as many hulks-as neccssary for the purpose. The place
for these hulks will be shown on the chart,

-2, Loggerhead Inlet. Not well known by us,

3. Hatteras Inlet, 11 miles southwest of Hatteras, opening also into
Pamlico Sound, has 19 and 21 feet on the ocean bar, with a good, easy
entrance; 13 und 15 feet in the Oliver’s Channel anchorage, and 7 and
9 feet on the inside bar or bulkbead, which it is necessary to cross to
enter the sound, Werecommend £ho final obstruction of the inner bar,
reserving the anchorage for a harbor of refuge.

4. Ocracoke Inlet, 14 miles southwest of Hatteras Inlet, with 10 and
12 feet on the outer bmr, and & good and easy entrance for 10 feet; has
safe anchorage in 19 feet, This inlet may be trewted like that of
Hatteras,

Before closing the two last inlets on the mside it will. be well to
decide upon the course to be pursued in relation to the interior navi-
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gation, It may be threatened or controlled Ly a force of small steam-
ers armed with rifled cannon. Tt may be kept open for the purpose of
capturing the towns on the Pasquotank, the Chowan, the Roanoke, the
Pamlico, and Neuse rivers; or it may be obstructed by sinking hulks
between Core and Albenmrle sounds, between Albemarle and Roanoke
sounds at Roanoke Island, and elsewhere, as future (mquu y may point
out. We strongly advise the latter, This whole region of marshes
and cedar swamps is fatally unhealthy at this season of the year (except
" on the immediate seashore) to our Northern constitutions,

5. Beaufort, or Old Topsail Inlet, may be both blockaded and
obstructed. The main channel has 154 and 18 feet low and high
water,

We have already suggested the propriety of taking Iort Macon.
The people at Beaufort are said to be loyal. How this may be we have
no certain means of knowing, '

6. Bogue Inlet, 10 leagues west of Cape Liookout, with 8 feet on the
bar; 7, New Rlvel' Inlet, 144 leagues, with the same depth, and 8, New
TO])ball Inlet, 204 lcagues west of Oape Lookout, with 10 feet over the
bar, must all be obstructed:

‘) New Inlet, near Cape Fear, as we before mentioned, is said to have
been closed by the people of Wl]mmgton° it not, its obstructlon can be
easily effected.

10. 'The Western Bar, at the entrance of Cape Fear River, must prob-
ably be blockaded. It lies under the guns of Fort Caswell, and unless
the fort is taken the sinking ot obstructions on the bar w ill'be difficult,
This bar has 8 and 12 feet,

11, Lockwood’s I‘o]ly Inlet, and 12, Tubb’s Tnlet, may be obstructed.

13, And finally, Georgetown enbmnce or medh Bay, may be be fh
obstructed and blockaded, ‘

The archives of t.he Coast Survey will furnmh the best information
concerning this region of coast,

These plans may undergo some modlhmtlou in the hands of the
person to whom their execntion shall be intrusted.

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient
servants,
S 3. I, Du Ponr,
Captain, U. S. Navy, and President,
A. D. BAOHE,
Superintendent U, 8. Coast Survey, Member.
J. GG, BARNARD,*
Major, U, S, Enqinecrs, Member,
CHARLES HENRY DAVIS,
C 'ommmulm, U. 8. Navy, Member and Secretary.

Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Secretary o/ the Navy.

Third report of confmnn('p for-the consideration of measures for cffectu-
ally blockading the South Atlantic coast.

WASHINGTON, D. C,, July 26, 1861,

Sir: In the last moemoir of the conference we had the honor to pro-
pose that the Southern Atldntlc coast of the Umtul States should be

* blgnml by proxy
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divided into two sections having distinet geographical and physical
features and requu‘lng, therefore,‘ distinet management. The first of
these sections, extending from Cape Henry to Oape Romain, formed
the subject of our last communication. In the present we shall treat
of second section, comprised between Cape Romain and Cape Florida,

We shall be «Lble to present our views more clearly if we separate
this second section into three subdivisions, each one of which is dis-
tinguished from the others by circumstances either of ‘physical condi-
tion or of population too striking to be overlooked. "The first of these
sections will extend from Cape Romain to Tybee Island and embraces
thie greater part of the coast of South (uu'olm.v the second, from Tybee
Island to Gumberland Sound, St. Mary’s entmme, TFer n.mdma, cover-
ing the whole coast of (Jem'gia, and the third, from Fernandina to Cape
Florida, including St. John’s River, the harbor of St. Augustine, and
all the east coast of I‘lorida.

~ Our second memoiry in which we discussed the oceupation of Ball's
Bay, St. Helena Sound, and Port Royal Bay, has left us but little to
say on'the first of these suhsu'txons. The field, which is only 112 miles
in linear extent, is one that requires the am)h('atmn of the ordinary
rules and pracblce of blockade. When the three anchorages above
mentioned are gecure the whole of this part of-our coast-will be under
complete control, 1t will rarely be necessary for the blockading vessels
to leave the coast on acconnt of stress of weather. Though they may
be driven from before the ports for a time, it will be easy for them to
resaine their stations when the storm has subsided. This is-a consid-
eration of the last importance, as regards the efliciency of the blockade.

But you are better aware than ourselves of the favorable manner in
which our foreign political rclations would be affected by the possessmn
of one or more of the three points, the seizure of which was the topic of
our second memoir, The second of our subsu,bmns, which takes in the
whole coast of Georgia, is of peculiar formation,

Throughout an extent ot 107 nautical miles a chain of islands sepa-
rates a water space of varying breadth from the open sea, and these
islands are divided from each other by frequentinlets, several of which
are available for the purposes of navigation. The islands and the
inland waters constitute a series of sounds and harbors, The former
afford uninterrupted smooth-water navigation for steamers drawing )
feet from the Savannah to the St. Mary’s River; the latter may be
regarded as harbors of refuge, or as openings from the gounds by which.
an active cruiser can pass at any moment into the ‘ocean and (,hmnge
its field of observation at convenience. ‘The rivers of the coast gen-
erally empty into these interior bays and sounds. We may complete
what we have to say of the navigation of these sounds and bays by
observing that it demands the most thorough local knowledge and an
accurate acquaintance with the times and heights of the tides to follow
all its circuitous paths, and, further, that the best pilot lnform'mon
concerning this navigation tlmt can be put on paper is to be found in
the ¢ Notes on the Coast of Georgia,” prep'u'ed by the Superintendent
of the Coast Survey from the archives of his office.

Concerning the islands forming the external barrier to the sea, it
may be remarked, as a general rule, that they have a moderately
straight sea beach on the ocean side, with the common sand hills or
hillocks (dunes or downs), and occ'\slomll-y a fringe of wood. On the
inner side, upon the sounds, they are marshy, except 1n rare cases.
The middle part is much diversified, and cotton plantations are general,
Several of the islands farnish ‘fresh water; but it will be better, per-
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haps, to treat the whole subject of fresh water supplies on the Atlantic
Southern Seaboard in a separate paper,

The inlets, taken in connection with the interior navigation, resemble
on a smaller scale the peculiar geographical distribution of land and
water whicli, on the coasts of Ilolland and Belgium on a grand scale,
are especially adapted to the pursuits of commerce and of well sheltered
interior water communication, The example on the coast of Georgin
is comparatively minute; but the frequent antl convenient entrances
from the sea, attording a protection always accessible, at such easy dis-
tances apart that there is little danger or necessity for exposure to the
storms of the ocean, constitute the most important feature as well here
as on the eastern border of the North Sea.

The difference in breadth and depth of the passes between the
numerous islands, and of the sounds and bays to which they lead,
requires vessels of a smaller draft, The rivers, or so-called rivers, dis-
charging into these bays and sounds are not always of real value.
But a very hasty glance at these different geographical features, in
order, will serve, we think, to satisfy you that the control of these
waters would greatly tend to the reestablishment of the authority of
the United States in the whole of this region by imposing a severe
check upon the movements of the rebels,

We will speak first of the inlets and second of the sounds and rivers
together. . , ; , o

The inlets are Tybee (beginning at the north), Wassaw, Ossabaw,
St. Catherine’s, Sapelo, Doboy, Altamaha, St. Simon’s, St. Andrew’s,
and Cumberland, all of which, however, are not equally useful; it is
worth while to describe in a few words the most prominent only.

Tybee is the entrance to Savannah River, and must, for the present,
be blockaded, though large vessels could lie safely in the channel inside
the outer buoys, and beyond the reach of the guns of Fort Pulaski, in
smooth weather, : o ‘

Passing over Wassaw, which is difficult of entrance, and has not
been surveyed, we come to Ossabaw Inlet, 34 miles wide, between
Great Wassaw Island on the north and Ossabaw Island on the south,
Seventeen feet may be carried over the outer bar through a narrow
channel which divides inside, where a second bar, having 14 feet of
water upon it, must be passed to enter Ogeechee River, Passing again
over St, Oatherine’s Inlet, of which the bar is bad, we come to Sapelo
Inlet, the entrance to Sapelo Sound, seven-eighths of a mile wide,
between St. Catherine's and Blackbear islands, ‘ ;

This is one of the easiest entrances on the Southern ¢oasnt. The bar,
which is very narrow, has 18 feet of water, and it is only necessary to
change the course once to enter the sound. A new channel across this
bar, south of the old one, was discovered by the Coast Survey. Break-
ers, north and south of the channel, mark the entrance, which was a
most convenient one when buoyed. , i :

Doboy Inlet is one‘of the entrances to Altamaha Sound and River,
and the first through which the town of Darien is reached. The bar
is farther to seaward [or to leeward] than Sapelo Bar, about 4 miles off,
gu;d tihe entrance.is more than a mile wide between Sapelo and Wolf
islands, '

The depth of water is sufficient (not less than 24 feet), but the chan-
nel is so winding that all the assistance of lights and buoys is wanted -
to navigate it in safety, Again, passing over Altamaha Inlet, which
is so inferior to Doboy that the latter will always be preferred, we come
to 8t. Simon’s Inlet, the entrance to St. Simon’s Sound, leading to
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Brunswick and Blythe islands, which is dbOl]t} a mile wide between St.
Simon’s and Jekyl islands, The bar is 5 miles from the general line of
coast, but is only about one-fourth of a mile wide, and had upon it a
depth of 17 feet at low and about 24 feet at high water; it is one of
the best of these openings, ‘P assing again over the entrance to St.
Andrew’s Sound, of which the bar is bad, we come to the last of the
series, bumbexland Sound, St. Mary’s entr ance, Fernandina, which we
have "described at length in our first memoir on the occupation of
Fernandina,

Thus you w.!! j.orceive from our br ief enumeration that in this extent
of coast of but iittle more than 100 miles there are, exclusive of 'I'ybee,
five harbors of refuge, convenient, well situated, and by no means
unequally distributed tlnoughoub tlns short dlstmlce.

An equally brief notice of the sounds and inlets will enable you to
form an estimate of the business and navigation which would be
brought under control by the military and naval occupation of these
waters and their tributaries. We will take them as they stand in their
natural order of position from north to south,

All that relates to Calibogue Sound and Tybee entrance must be
treated separately, because the possession of them involves the capture
of Fort Pulaski and Savannah,

Wassaw Sound and St. Augustine River [(Jreek] are next. They
form, in fact, & second entrance into Savannah River, St. Augustine
Branch umting with the main stream 4 miles below Savannah,  Steam-
boats from Savaunah to Fernandina, or the -3t, John’s River, pass out
at Wassaw Sound, reentering at Ossabaw or Sapelo; or else they pass
by a narrow, tortuouq, and shoal channel through the Romerly Marsh,
south of Skiddaway Island, where there is but 34 feet at low water.
Vessels are warped through

Ossabaw Sound.—After entering this sound the chanuel dlvule%
The west branch leads into the Great Ogeechee River, which has a bar
of 14 feet; the east, into Vernon River, which has a bar of 12 feet at
the eutrance. Deep water is carried up. the Vernon River to the bar at
the mouth of the Little Ogeechee, on which there is 14 feet of water.
Thirteen feet can be carried up to Montgomery on the Vernon River,
the site of a proposed city, but in fact a plantation. The Ogeeohee
River heads high up in the State of Georgia and has rich rice planta-
tions upon its banks; there is 10 feet of water 7 miles up, The so-
called Savannah, Albany and Gulf Railroad, from Savannah southwest,
crosses the ()gee(,hee about 26 miles from the Ossabaw Bar and 15
from Sayvannah.

St. Oatherine’s Sound. —Into this sound empty the Medway, or Sud-
bury Rlver, which has rice plantations upon its banks and the small
village of Sudbury, about 9 miles from the sea, and also Newport River.

Sapelo Sound is a broad and deep sheet of water, which receives
numerous rivers and arms of the sea, or creeks of no special importance.
Sapelo River is merely a continuation of Sapelo Sound.

Doboy Sound and the arms of the sea connected w1bh it oceupy a
space some 12 miles wide between Sapelo and Altamaha rivers. Darien
River ig one of these arms and the old town of Darien, once a place of
considerable business, stands on the left hand about 13 miles from
Sapelo light-house, Iifteen feet of water can be carried to Darien,

Altamaha Sound is much mterrupted in its navigation by islands and
shoals, but Altamaha River and its tributaries reach the center of the
Etate,h Macon being upon the Ocmulgee, one of its two principal

ranches,
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St. Simon’s Sound and Turtle Rwer lead to Brunswick and Blythe
Island, purchased by the United States for the site of a naval depot,

Frederica, Mackay’s, and Back rivers, which are, in fact, arms of the
sea or crecks, come in at the eastern head of the sound, Frederica
River is on the main passage between Altamaha and St. Simon’s
Sound, next to St. Simon’s Island.

The sound is about 4 miles long and 1 mile wide, From the bar to
Brunswick is about 13 miles and to the site of the proposed naval
depot about 15 miles. The navigation is easy and 34 fathoms can be
carried to near the shorve of Blythe Island. The Brunswick Railroad
now connects with. the Savannah, Albany and Gulf Railroad. It will
be remembered that we spoke of St. Simon’s as one of the best entrances
on the Southern coast, and we may add that it is specially adapted for
a naval depot'at this perlod and for the particular service under con-
sideration.

St. Andrew’s Sound regeives the Saltilla (Satilla] River that dr&ms
tho interior of the southern part of Georgia, from which it receives
many tributaries; among them are the Little Saltilla |Satilla] on the
northeast and the Jekyl on the north, or rather the Jekyl Oreek, Whleh,
running close by Jekyl Island, forms part of the communlcatlon
between Savannah and Fr ederica.

Oumberland Sound, already described in our first memoir, comnpletes
the list,

In the above enumeration we have not included all the particulars
in our possession. We have merely presented a'sketch or outline of
this region, or, of its means of inter communication, and of its fertility;
even designed to be, as it is, a mere sketch, it would be incomplete if
we were not to repeat at the conclusion that an inland passage from
Savannah to Fernandina, long used by steamboats drawing b feet of
water, unites in one common interest and intercourse all the bays,
sounds, rivers, and inlets of which we have given but little more than
the names. A superior naval power must command the whole of this "
division of the coast. It will be occupied by the party or nation,
whichever it may he, that chooses to place armed steamers of suitable
draft in its interior waters, and fortifications of sufficient strength at
the mouth of its inlets. And the naval power that commands the coast
of Georgia will command the State of Georgia,

For what would be the means and resources of the government of
the State of Georgia in the hands of rebels it its peculiar productions
could only find a market by passing through the hands of its loyal
citizens holding offices by appointment of the General Government,

Beyond the bars of the inlets, which are at distances from the land
varying from 1} to 5 miles, the exterior seacoast is free from dangers,
As a geneml thing between 4 and 5 fathoms are to be found at from 4
to 6 miles ‘from the land all the way from Tybee to St. Andrew’s,
Farther south tho slope of the bottom is more steep. And it will
serve to give you an idea of the facility with which this-coast can be
approached at night and in thick weather to mention that at an aver-
age distance of 124 miles the depth is 93 fathoms, At an average dis-
tance of 24 miles the depth is 114 fathoms; at an average distance of
36 miles the depth is 134 fathoms; at an average distance of 48 miles
the depth is 154 fathoms, and at an average distance of 60 miles the
depth is 17 fathoms.

At the same time the depth is not a uniform and unfailin; o test of the
distance from the land at every part of the coast; we are speuking of
averages only, .
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Our third subsection extends from Fernandina to Cape Florida, and
.embraces the mouth of the St. John’s, the harbor of St. Augustine, and
all the east coast of Florida. St. Johw’s and 3t. Augustine will be
blockaded, we presume, in the usual manner.
" The lower coast may be placed under the scr utiny of two or more

small cruisers, by which its shores will be continually traversed, and
its bays inspected. It can hardly be said to be inhabited, and is ot no
great consequence as a convenient place of resort for plrates. Having
finighed all we have to say upon the sections and subsections separately,
we will offer one or two remarks upon the general blockade of the
Southern Atlantic coast of the United States from Cape Henry to Cape
Florida.

Tn the administration of the military affairs of' the country, it has
been found expedicent to inerease the number and diminish the extent
of the military departments, so also the number of home squadrons has
been doubled.

But we have been led in the preparation of these memoirs to enter-
tain the opiniorn that it would be advantageous, that it would conduce
still further to the efficiency of the blockade, if each of the two sections
into which we have divided this coast were made a naval station and
comprised the limits of a separate command analogous to the military
departments, We have aimed to show that these sections possess dis-
tinet geograpical 1ultm'es and reqmre distinet treatment, and on those
distinctions our opinion mainly rests. But we may r1dd that if this
plan were .\dopte(l and if vessels were asmgned to ports 'and_ stations
under the common rule of the naval service, that is, until relieved, then
the commander in chief while at sea within the limits of his command
counld, so short is the distance, communicate with the whole line of his
blockading squadron, either in person or by his tender, every day, or
every two days during ordinary weather.

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient

servants, .
S. F. Du Ponr,
Captain, U. 8. Navy, President.
A. D, BAcnE,
Superintendent U, 8. Coast Survey, Member,
J. G. BARNARD,
Major, U. 8. Engineers, Member,
C. H, DAvis,
Commander, U. 8. Nuvy, Member and Sceretary.
Hon. GIpEON WELLES,
Necretary of the Navy.

Letter from Captain Du Pont, U. 8. Navy, to the Secretary of the Navy,
requesting a continuance of the services of Major Barnard, U. 8. Army,
in conference.

WASHINGTON, D, O., August 2, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that at a meeting of the confer-
ence last evening, 1 was instructed respectfully to request you to apply.
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in its name to the honorable Secretary of War for the continuation of
the counsel and services of Major Barnard, of the Engineer [Corps].
Very lespecttully, your most obedlent servant,
S, I'. Du Ponr,
Captain and President.
C. . Davis,
()omman(lu and Swr etary.
Hon. GinEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Du Pont, 17, S. Navy, in
view of proposed cooperation with the War Department for the occupa- -
tion of the South Atlantic coust,

Confidential.] -
NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 3, 1861,

SIrR: The invasion and occupation of the seacoasts of the States in
rebellion, as proposed by the Navy Department, having been accepted
by the (xoverument, and an officer of great m(,rlt, demgxmted by the
War Department to organize the expedition in con)un(,tlon with the
Navy, you are hereby selected to cooperate with this officer.

The importance of this e\pedltlon upon the flank of the enemy can
not be overestimated; and in confiding its pr(,p‘u'atlon and organizu-
tion to your hands, the Department hereby gives you the full authority
necessary to insure success, You will proceed to New York as early
as practicable and communicate this order to the officer selected by
the War Department, and you will lose no time in getting afloat,

urther orders will be tr ansmitted to you before sailing,

Very respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Captain 8. I, Du Pont, U, 8. Navy,

Washington, D. 0.

Letter from Professor Bache, Superintendent U. 8. Coast Survey, to
Captain Du Pont, U. 8. Navy, regarding the closing g of the entrance
to Charleston Harbor by sunken vessels.

SEPTEMBER 4, 1861,

DEAR CAPTAIN: T think well of Fox’s idea of closing up that entrance,
and will bring you the evidence for examination to-night.
Yours,
A. D, B[ACHE].
Captain S, ¥. Du Ponw.

Iupmt of Commander Craven, U. 8. Navy, regarding depredations com-
mitted upon Florida light-houses.

U. 8. 8. CRUSADER,
’ Navy Yard, New York, September 6, 18()1
Sir: T have the honor to report to you, for the mformatlon of the
Light-House Board, that on the 22d August a gang of pirates {rom
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Saint Augustme visited the light- -house at Jupiter and Temoved from
it the lenses and all the illuminating apparatus. They then proceeded
to Cape Florida light, the lenses of which they broke and destroyed.

I have to recommend that early measures be adopted for the security
of the lights on the reef. Their loss for a single night would be disas-
trous. A small steamer of light draft, such as the Corwin, being sta-
tioned on the reef for this duty, could, by activity, effectually deter the
outlaws from further acts of violence.,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- T. Auds. CORAVEN,
, Commander,

Hou. GipEoN WRLLES,

Seerctary of the Nuavy.

- Letter from the President to the Secretary of the Navy, wrging prepara-
tions for the I'ort Royal ('Lpo(latwn.

, EXecUuTIvE MANSION, September 18, 1861,
My DEAR SIR: To guard against misunderstanding, T think fit to
say that the joint expedition of the Arm y and Navy, agreed upon some
time since, and in which (teneral T W, Sherman was and is to bear a
conspicuous part, is in no wise to be abandoned, Hhut must be ready to
move by the 1st of; or very early in October. h(,b all preparations go
forward accordingly.
Yours, truly,
, -A. LINCOLN.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Du Pont, U, S, Navy, to
asgume command of the South Atlantic Blockading Squa(l)on.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 18, 1861,

Sir: The Dep'u‘tmenb have decided to divide the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron at the juuction of North and South Carolina, and have
intrusted the northern division to Captain 1. M, (wldsborough, who
hoists his ﬂ'mg at IIamptou Roads to-morrow. Reposing equal confi-
dence in your capacity and energy, you are hereby detached from the
command of the Philadelphia navy yard and assigned to the sonthern
division, extending to Cape I'lorida. The Wabash has been ordered to
New York where you will join her and hoist your flag. Further
mstrucbmus will be given before your departure,

I enclose a copy of o letter* addressed to Captain G nldsbomugh,
which you will also consider as part of ‘your instructions,

Very respectfully, etc.,
) GIDEON WELLES,
Oaptain 8. I, Du Ponr,
Commanding Southern Blooﬁaqu Nquruh on.

TS Suul,nl \ul G, p. z.%,
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Report of Captain Du Pont, U, S. Navy, acknowledying his assignment to
the command of the South Atlantic Blockading ¢ Squadron and applying
Sfor certain vessels, ;

W ASHINGTON, September 18, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-
ment’s order of this date, appointing me to the command of the South
ern Blockading Squadron,

This mark of conhdence, with its grave responsibilities, was not
looked for by me, but with God’s support and direction T will not
disappoint the Department.

'he order of to-day was doubtless intended to add vigor to the exe-
cution of the I)epartment’s instructions prcviously given me, and I
avail myself of this occasion to offer a suggestion in reference to the
expeditions ordered by the Department which may aid in giving them
such efficiency as circumstances will permit, '

On the southern coast (Atlantic) the Departinent is aware that the
expedition now contemplated can not have the covering support of our
great steam frigates, as at Hatteras, and wliile the ships purchased and
converted into vessels of war by the remarkable energy of the Depart-
ment are of the utmost value, not only for blockading but for attacking,
yet it would be desirable that these ships should not be the first to come
under the fire of the forts; not so much because their guns are lighter,
but owing .to their very f:ght scantling, a point which the practical
knowledge of the Assistant Secretary will fully appreciate,

If the Departient, therefoxe, can spare me, for a short time, the
Pawnee, Iroquois, Mohican, and Seminole, carrying as they do XI:inch
guns, with the three or four gunboats which I earnestly trust will be
finished in time, we shall have a force calculated to stand the brung of
the first attack from the forts, 8o soon ag the expeditions are through
these valuable vessels can be apportioned to the different squadrons as
the Department may deem best, remarking only that the general
composition of the southern squ'uhon should be vessels of light draft.

On the receipt of my first orders the Department kindly promised
that a special battalion of 300 marines should be attached to my com-
mand, and the Colonel Commandant of the Uorps received orders
accor dmgly Will.the Department please renew its order, in view of
the very short time now left to be ready. :

With great respect, I am, sir, faithfully, your obedient serv‘mt
S, It Du Ponw,
Captain, 007)1)):((:1:?171(/ Southern Blockading Squadron

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ’ -
Secretury of the I\a vy, Washington, ’ -
[Indorsement.]

Let the voqsels be detailed for duty as requested. ,
W[ELLES].

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the Colonel Commandant U, S,
Marine Corps, 'rcr/wr(lrhu/ the preparation of battalion,
Navy DLI’ART\II‘N'I‘ Neptember 19, 1861.

Sir: You will have the battalion of marines, which you had verbal
orders to prepare, ready to move from the 1st to the 5th of October.
Very respectfully, etc., GiproN WELLES,

Colonel JNO, HARRIS,
Commandant U/, S, Marine Corps, ¢ wlunﬂon, D, Q.

N W R—VOL 12——14
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secrctary of War, requesting
an issue of rifles for marines under orders for special service.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, September 24, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to request that you cause to be 1~.sucd imme-
diately, for special service, 300 rifled m uskets, caliber .58, for the use of
the United States marines, to be delivered at headquartbrs to Major
William' B. Slack, quartermaster Marine Corps. A battalion of 300
marines is to leave with the fleet for nnportant operations connected
with the movements of our squadrons, and it is of great importance
to furnish them with the same musket which the Marine Corps have
heretofore used, viz, the Springfield rifle, caliber .58.

Very respectfully, ete.,
, GIDEON WELLES,

Hon, StMmoN CAMERON,

Secretary of War.
[Telegram.]
NAVY DEPARTMENT, Seplember 25, 1861,

Purchase the boats I'lag-Officer Du Pont requires.  An order will go
to-day relative to the other suggestions, »
: GIDEON WELLES.
GEro. ). MORGAN,
New York,

Order of the Seorctary of the Navy to Flag- Opicer Du Pont, U. S, Navy,
authorizing the employment of contrabands on board slmps of war,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 23, 1861,

Sir: The Department finds it necess'u'y to adopt a regulation with
respect to the large and increasing number of persons of c¢olor, com-
monly known as ¢ contraband,” now subsisted at the navy yards and
on board of ships of war, '.l‘hey can neither be expelled from the service
to which they have resorted nor can they be maintained ununploye«l
and it is not proper that they should be (,ompel]ed to vender necessary
and regular services without a stated compensation,  You are therefore
authorized, when their services can be made useful, to enlist them for
the naval-service under the same forms and regul.ltmns as (mpply to
other enlistments. They will be allowed. however, no higher rating
than boys, at a compensation of 10 per month and one ration a day.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIbBON WELLES,

IFlag-Olfficer 8, I'. Du PonT,

Appointed to Command Southern Atlantic Squadron,
Wilmington, Del.-

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flay- ()(Iwm Dw Pont, U, 8. Navy,
trasmitting copy of letter Srom « loyal citizen in the h’m(lhc; n States
regarding condition of affairs in the South.

NAVY DEPARIMENT, Oclober 2, 1861,
Sir: The following is a copy of a letter, without name, addressed to
the Secretary of War,and by him referred to this Department. Although
the name is thhheld the facts stated are interesting and valuable,
Very 1‘081)ectiully,
YIDRON WELLRES,
Flag-Officer S, I'. Du Pont,
Commanding Blockading Squadron, Southern Division.



SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 211

SIr: A loyal citizen of a Southern State, I liave somo information which may be
usetul to the Government. ‘e New York Herald’s account of the Confederate
Army, published September 20, is correct in regard to those regiments with which I
am-acquainted. - Large numbers of guns, many of:large size, 8-inch and over, have
been placed in Fort Pulaski, in batteries near T'ybee light, at Ossabaw, otc, At
Ossabaw there are four ten-gun hattories bearing upon’ the channel.  Fort Jackson
is not now occupied; but guns are in position; and it is rendy fot occupation upon
alarin,  Fort Pulaski is'said to contain all the men necessary to man'its full comple-
mont of guns, of whom-the Chunthain Artillery, of considerable practico, are part.

The Confederates fear that our vessels will take the North Channel, said ‘to have
20 feet of water; avoid tho Tybee Channel hatterics, and, with light-draft vessels,
take up positions unfavorable to Fort Pulaski and perhaps‘pass up the river, P

At Griftin, Ga., there ig a large camp said to contain’ 16,000 men, who are held in
readiness to be moved to the coast the moinent tliere is any appeirance of an attempt
toland. It is composed of up-countrymen, who are moreafraid of the mularious dis-
tricts on the const than even Northerners. It they should be enlled to the coast even
by a strong faint the injury and annoyance would be great, especially at this season,
All'points on Tybee Island supposed to he practicable for landing are protected by
land batteries. s ik o b , C

Edward Anderson, formerly in 1he Navy, went to Europe some months-since in the
English yacht (formerly the Amepica), ns suid, partly to buy two iron-plated steamn
war vesseld,  Coinmodore Tattnall, with afleet of gunboats niade from the rivertow-
boats and steamers, armed with heavy guns, lias been for sometime waiting their
arrival to assist in driving oft any United States vesyel or vossels that may be of!’ the
bar at the tinie. I am convinced from careful exnmination of tho subject that o few
small properly constrnctod iron-pluted vesscls could pass Fort Pulasgki, disable 1ort
Jaekson, and thereafter take such aposition as to either compel the surrender of the
town nnd the forts or to enable them to destroy the city and retire in'perfoct saféty.
By passing up Back River they conld nscenil tho river to the Charleston and Savan-
nah Railroad bridge and destroy the communication by that route, Then, by drop-
ping down Iront River to within 1 mile of tho city they could complotely conmimand
the track of the Central Railrond and workghops, in which a double set of handsare
employed on gun carringos, These vessels should bo built hrond and of light draft,
Such vessels might pnss Iort Pulaski without replying to its five, or if tho enemy
were sheiled ont'of tho open batteries ab Ossabaw, as at lHatteras, the way would
be open’ to Satannah via St. Augustine Creek, with only Fort Jackson to silenco
provided the enemy wero not given timo to erect battories at ‘Thunderbolt. and
Canston’s Bluft, « e e '

Nine-tenths of the stock in the Savannah Side Wheol Stoamship Conipiany belonged
to the Ceniral Railroad Company of Georgia, which lins vigoronsly trangported men,
guns, and all war material, and in varions other ways assisted the rebellion. It algo
owned a’large.-sharo in the Cuyler, Montgomery, and: Huntsville, all of which are, I
helieve, in the hands of tho Governmaent and_probably come under the confiscation
acet, - A ghare of the propellers nlso helongs to tho Savannah agoents, of whom Henry
Binghawm is now in New York looking after his interests, :

The claimg mide of the nnanimity of the pooploe of the Sonth in their undertaking
are not well founded, o T o

‘The exprossions of opinion nre unanimons, hut not less than 300°of the middle-aged
mon of the oity of Savannah, comprising amajority of the husiness men of the place,
are secretly loyal, . The groat fear among many of them is that the Unitéd States
tiovernment does not know how strong the rebels are at home, and that consequontly
the war will not he prosecuted with the required vigor, A foar is, however, beginning
to arise_among them that there'is to he diffioulty in distinguishing unwilling and
coerecd oitizens from active traitors, , e IS i

Being ontirely unrepresented in Congress, or any part of the Governnient, thoy aro
beginning to feel very bitterly the neglect and misunderstanding of their ‘condition
and their necessities which naturally grow [out] of* it. It was one of the many
neglected duties of Congress at its last session [not] to have adopted somo'{)l:m by
which the oppressed loyal moen of the South could Liave beon represented and heard,

1 hope soon to -be in possession of more accurate, fresh, and full inZormation.
have no way at progent of proving my loyalty and good faith except so far as this
act and a simple elaim to the samo may be proof, I donot give my name at this
time, but in a fow days T may he enabled to do so with safety.

Yours, truly. ) g

Mr, CAMERON,
Secretary of War.
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[Telegram.]

NeEw YoRrk, Octobér 7, 1861,

Captain Du ]’ont says that in order to get such vessels that will in-
sure success he will be unable to leave New York before Tuesday next,
80 a8 to leave Old Point by the 18th. In consequence of an unexpected
delay and hinderance in getting off our ordnance, I regret to say that
it will be impracticable for the army force to be ready before that time,
I am doing my utmost, but the ordnance delays us,

T. W. SHERMAN,
Brigadier-General.
Hon. W. H. SEWARD.

[Telegram.)
NAVY DEPARIMENT, October 7, 1861,
The store vessel Courier will go with you, instead of to Hatteras,
G.V, IFox,
. Assistant Seeretary Y.
Captain S. I, Du Ponr,
Astor House, New York,

['Telegraim.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 8, 1861,
Orders went to Wabash 24th September. Could not some of your
vessels be sent oftf Georgia to intercept the vessels expected from
England? Would it interfere? ’
GIDEON WELLES,
Captain S, I', Du Ponr, ' -
Astor House, New York,

Telegram,)

NEw York, October 9, 1861,

1 have but two gunboutq and the Floride and James A d(/(’r ready,
The Susquehanna is the most fitting vessel to send oft Georgia,
_ S. 1. Du Ponw,”
Hon. G, WELLES,

Order of the Sceretary of the Navy to commandant nwvy yard, Wash-
ington, regarding movements of vessels,

NAVY DEPARTMENYT, October 11, 1861,

Sir: Several of the steamers employed for the tmnsportwtlon of
troops leave New York to-morrow and will be at Annapolis on Monday.
You will send to that port two of the river boats, to be used for the
embarkation of the troops, After this duty is performed let them
return. : E

The Seminole, Pocahontas, l’awnao, and R. B. I'orbes will probably
move down the river Tuesday evening,.

I am, respcctt‘ully, ote., -
GIDEON WELLES,

Commander JOIN A. DAHLGREN,
Commandant Navy )ar(l Washing gton, D, C.
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Nuw Y()RK,‘Oétobm 11, 1861,

The coal will be attended to. We are working hard to leave ’l‘uesday,
and hope to do so by postponing repairs on Wabash, which, though
desirable, are not mdlspensably necessary. I would like much to see
yvou, If you leave Saturday night you can be with us Monday and be
of great, service, i

S. F. Du Ponr.

. V. Fox.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag- Ozﬁcer Du Pont, U, 8. Navy,
requrding the. instruction and assignment of volunteers under his
command. 4

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 11, 1861,

Sir: In this great emergency the Department has made many
appointments from outside of the Navy for the numerous vessels fitted’
out. It made them upon the best recommendations possible to be
obtained, but in several melaucholy instances has béen deceived.

The, I)epartnu,nt relies upon the vigilance of the flag-officers to watch
over these appointments, instruct them carefully in their duties, perfect
them in their drill at great guns and small arms, but to take care that
no movement is hazarded by being confided to 1ncompetent hands.

The loss of one of our useful steam tugs, most of which are com.
manded by persons from the merchant. service, would be felt far beyond
its pecuniary value, as the offensive operations of the Navy thus far
have been skillful and successful. You will make such changes in the
commanders of those vessels and the subordinate officers as shall
insure their safety and efliciency, reporting your action to the Depart-
ment. The patriotism of the merchaut service gives us a volunteer
force of excellent seataen, brave and loyal, and you will take care that
the inefficient under your command are removed immediately from
positions of trust, and if a careful examination of the facts shall war-
rant 1t, you will send any one home, fm'mshmg the Department with
the written evidence upon which your action was based.

I.am, respectfully,-ete.,
L . GIDEON WELLES,

IFlag-Officer 8. . Du Ponr,

Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Instructions from the bccrc(um of the Nawvy to Flag- Oﬁi('er Du Ponf U. S.
N av j, reg _/ardm(/ vessels assigned to his command,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 12, 1861,

Sir: Upon your departure from Hampton Roads, assume the, block
ade ot the southern division of the Atlantic coast, commencing at the
junction of North and South Carolina.

In addition to the foree that has reported to you at New_York, and
that which has been ordered from the Potomac to join you at qunptou
Roads, the following vessels, now on the South Atlantic coast, will
form part of your squadron, viz :

Sabine, Captain Ringgold, oft Georgetown, 8. C.

V(mdalm, Lieutenant Haggerty,* oft Bull’s Bay, South Oarolina.

* Commander §.P.Lee, U, 8. Navy, was rolieved ot the command of the U, 8.8,
Vandalic by Lieutenunt I, 8, Haggerty, U. 8. Navy, on October 22, 1861.



214 SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Susquehanna, Captain Lardner, off Charleston, 8. C.

Flag, Commander Sartori, oft Oharleston, S. O,

“Savannak, Commander Missroon, off' Savannah, Ga.

St Lawnnce, Captain Parviance, off St. Snnons Ga. \

Dale, Commander Yard, off Fernandina, Fla. ‘

The Roanoke is now off Charleston and the Susquehanna oft’ Beaufort,
but an exchange has been ordered.

The following are thé vessels that have been ordered from the Poto-
mac to report to you at Hampton Roads:

Seminole, Commander J, P, Gillis; Pawnee, Lieutenant-Commanding
Wyman; Pocahontas, Commander I)l‘ayt(m, R. B. Forbes, Lieutenant
Newcomb, and also the Penguin, Acting Lieutenant Budd, if in a
suitable (,ondltlon for service on the Southern coast.

They will loave Washington. not later than Wednesday morning
next.

Whenever it becomes lmpemtlve, you can send any vessel to Hmﬁp-
ton Roads for supplies and repairs, or farther north, as your judgment
shall dictate. o

‘So_soon as you can possibly spare the tug E. B. Forbes, send hér into
the Gulf to report to I'lag-Oftficer McKean,

. I am, respectfully,

_ _ GIproN WELLES,.
IFlag-Ofticer Samwn, IY, Du Pont,
Appointed to Command South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Instructions from the Seeretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. 5.
Navy, regarding cooperative measwres for the occupation of certain
tmportant points on the Southern coast,

Confidential.] ) NAvVY DEPARTMENT, October 12, 1861,

SIR: In order to suppress the present insurrection and m(untam our
Union and nationality, the Government can not delay vigorous and
effective measures upon our Southern coast. By the proclamation* of
the President, oni the 19th of April, @ blockade has been declared, and
commercial mtervmu"-;e with the region of country that is in insurrec-
tion interdicted. In order to carry into offect the measures of the Gov-
ernment, which are persistently sought to bo evaded, and to etbmgulsh
the r(,belllon it is necessary to take possession of certain important
points upon ‘our Southern coast where our s(quadrons may find shelter
and have a depot, and from which the loyal citizens of those quarters
may be protected.

In examining the various points upon the coast, it has been ascer-
tained that Bull’s Bay, St. Helena, Port Royal, and Fernandina are
each and all accessible and desirable points for the purposes indicated,
and tlie Government had decided to take possessmn of at least two of
them, Which of the two shall be thus occupied will be committed to
yout discretion, after obtaining the best information you can in regard
to them, Much must necessarily be left to the combined wisdom and
judgment of yourself and the general in command after you shall have
obtained the facts and details,

The long and elaborate investigation which you have given the sub-
jeet during the summer and fall as a member of the board selected for
that especial object, enables you, with the freo (,onnnumcwtlon you have

* Seo Series I; vol, 6, pp. 619, 620,
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had with the Departient, to bring to the subject a very thorough knowl
edge of the whole details and purposes of the Government.

The men and means embarked in this oxpedition are of such nmgm-
tude that the country has reason to expect therefrom great and grat-
ifying results. Itis believed that no more effective blows can be inflicted
upon those who are engaged in this causeless and unnatural rebellion
than by naval exped\t;lon. and demonstrations on the coast.

Great power is nccessarily intrusted to you, and with it great confi-
dence in your discretion, courage, and ability to guide and direct the
energies of the brave and loyal meu who gladly peril their lives under
your lead to vindicate the nationality of the flag, sustain the integrity
of the Union, maintain the supremacy of the Constitution, and enforce
the (,xecutnon of the laws, On your well directed efforts and those of
your associates will depend in u great degree the speedy and successful
termination of this unhappy contest, :

It is proper that I should enjoin upon you to improve every favorable
opportunity to cultivate friendly feelings with the people, and induce
them to return to their duty and their allegiance. Impress upon them
{he desire of the Government and their fellow-citizens for a return of
those peaceful relations which once existed, and which ought never to
have been interrupted. Your acts and wor(ls, on all occasions, you will
make correspond with these declarations.

The military force, which, under the direction of the Secretary of War
.|L(,omlmmes the naval ekpbdltlon, will cooperate with you for the pur-
pose of taking possession of and hol(hng as stated, at least two of the
places that have been onumu"\tul, and in concert Wlth you, taking other
measures for maintaining the national authority and wtormng the exe-
cution of the laws,

By a recent order* of the Pre sident, a copy of which has been for-
warded to you, flag-ofticers rank as major-generals; hut no oflicer of the
Army or-Navy, whatever may be his rank, can assume any direct com-
mand, independent of consent, over an oﬂi('er ot the other service,
exc eptm;, only when land fm‘ces are expressly embarked in vessels of
war to do the duty of marines.

The President expects and requires, however, the most cordial and
eflectual cooperation between the ofticers of the t,wo gervices in taking
possession of and holdmg the posts and positions on our Southern coast
which are designated iu these instructions, and will hold any com-
mander of either branch to a strict responsibility for any Lulure to pro-
cure harmony and secure the objects proposed.

I am, very respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES,

[Flag-Officer S. I, Du Pon.)

Order of the Secretury of the Navy to Flag-Officer Duw Pont, U. S. Navy,
regarding the U, S. 8. Curlew,

NAVY DEPARIMENT, October 12, 1861,

S1R: So soon as you can spare the Curlew from your expedition, you
will dispateh that vessel north to continue her experimental cruise.
She might come home with dlsp'ltches.
I am, respecttully, ; ~
GIDEON WELLES,
Irlag-Officer 8. F. Du Ponr,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading bquudwm, New 3 orl..

*Seo Sories 1, vol. 6, p. 293,
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag- Oﬂmer Du Pont, U. 8. Navy,
transmitting request from the Secretary o/ the ’lwasurr/./m naval pro-
temon of ]{’Iomda lights.

) NAVY I)P,PART\IB,NT, October 14, 1861,
SIR' Pli J)(me'tment herewith encloses,and invites your efu'ly atten-
tion to the subject referred to, & copy of a communication from the
Hon. S. P. (Jhdse Secretary of the Treasury, dated the 11th instant, in
relation to the ]lgllt\ on the Iflorida coast aiid reef, which he desires
may be protected.
T am, respectfully, cte., :
GIDEON WELLES.
SAML, I*. Du Ponw,
Appointed to Command South Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hampton Roads.

[Enclosure.}

TREASURY Dg l’AR'l“\[hN’l‘ October 11, 1861,

SIR: A band of lawless persons have le(,enbly&ttd(,ked the hght house
and destroyed or removed the expensive illuminating apparatus from
the two important lights, Jupiter Inlet and Cape Florida, and the
Department has been informed that the two finportant lights at Carys.
fort Reef and at Dry Bank, near Sombrero Key on the Iflorida Reefs,
have been threatened.

Commander Pickermg, lately the light- Jiouse inspector on that coast,
is of the opinion (and in this opinion the Light. House Board fully con-
curs) that a small vessel properly armed, not drawing over 7 feet of
water, could protect all the lights on the Florida Reefs and do other
efficient service by cruising in the Hawk Ohannel between Cape Florida
and Sombrero Keéy. There are, as will be seen by the Coast Survey
charts, entrances through the reef from the Ilorida Reefs into Hawk
Channel south of Cape Iflorida. '

This Department has rececived numerous communications on this
subject from merchants, presidents of msumucemmpmues, and from
other sources of the highest respeotabxhty.

I would be pleased, therefove, if the exigencies of the naval service
would allow of the unployment of such a force along and inside of the
Florida Reefs.

I am, very respectfully, ‘ : -
S. P. ClIASE,
‘ Secretary of the ’l)ca.smj
Hon, GinroN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

{Telegram,]

ANNAPOLIB, October 14, 1861, .
No news. President in a great hurry. When will the Navy be con:
centrated at the rendezvous?
T. W. SHERMAN,

, Brigadier- General,
Commodore Du Ponw, U, S, Navy,
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. S. Navy,
regarding measures for preventing the shipment of supplies to the enemy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 14, 1861,

Sir: I herewith enclose an extract from a dlspatoh addressed to the
Hon, William H. Seward by the United States consul at Nassau, New
Prov1deuce, in which he suggests the propriety of directing a vessel of
war to cruise in the Gulf Stream between Nagsau and the Florida coast,
for the purpose of preventing the shipment of supplies to the rebe]s.
The Dep.\rtmeut thinks the suggestion a good one, and that you should
carry it out when the force under your command wﬂl warrant it.

I am, respectfully, etc.,
i GIDEON WELLES,

IMlag-Officer S. ¥, Du Ponr,

Hampton Rouds, Virginia,

Orderof the Seeretary of the Navy to the Colonel- Commandant U, S, Marine
Corps for the immediate departure of marines on coust expedition,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 15, 1861,

Sir: The battalion of marines under command of Major Reynolds,
which i8 to form part of the coast expedition, will embark forthwith on
the U. 8. 8. Pawnee and proceed to Hampton Roads, where they will
report to IFlag-Ofticer S. I, Du Pont on board the Wabash.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Col. JON HARRIS,

Colonel Commandant U, S. Marine (,mps, Washington.

(ieneral order fmm Flay- ()ﬁuu Du Ponty, U, S, Navy, for the departwie
Jrom New York of the vessels undcr his command,

Gireular. | ' NEuw York, October 15, 1861,

Sir: Until further instructions are issued, the following general
orders will be observed in the sailing of the squ.ndron

{st, ‘L'he ships composing the squadron will, on signals being made,
get underway in the succession hereinafter menbloned and take up the
slmple order of sailing of the line ahead, the flagship forming the lead-
ing ship of the line and the courses varymg with the channels.

The order of-succession will be according to rank,

2d. After passing Sandy Hook and hauling to the southward, the
squadron will, on signal being made, form the general order on two {ines
of bearing nmkmg a salient angle of 90 degrees, each ship making an
angle of 45 degrees from the course with the bow and 1356 degrees with
the quarter ships, the commander in chief occupying the vertex of the
angle,

To form this order the shlps will pass alternately to the port and
starboard lines of bearing, commencing with the senior officer (after

- the flag- otﬁcer) present, who will begin the maneuver by putting his

helm to starboard, when the movement will be sunultaneous through-
out the squadron,



218 SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

The distance or interval between the ships in the line ahead will be
one cable’s length, and in the double line of bearing two cables’ lengths,
Very respectfully, :
S. I Du Pont,
Flag-Oflicer, cte.
Commander J. R, (tOLDSBOROUGII,
U. 8. 8. Florida.

vent ot separation, the rendezvous is Hampton Roads,
S 1D,

P.S.

Report of Flag-Officer Du Pont, ', 8. Navy, of his departure Jrom New
York with the c*c.s.sels of" his command,

STEAM I'r1GATE WABASH,
Sundy Hook, October 16, 1861,

Sir: I have the satisfaction to report to the Department that T left
to-day at 1 p.m. the anchorage oft the Battery, accompanied by the
steamers Floride, Augusta, and Alebama, and the gunboats Unadille
and Ottawa, to be followed in o few hours by the Seneca.

1 leave behmd ab the navy yard the Bienville, Isawe Smith, Pembina,
Shawsheen, Ellen, and Whitehall.

Having sent oft the Adger and Curlew, I feel o great desire the Bien-
ville should be pushed forward, -

The Mokican arvived in the night.  She had @ heavy gale after leav-
ing Boston: she follows tomorrow night, wanting some men, ete.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient ser ‘vant,
S, o Du l’ON'l‘
Flag-Oficer, Commanding Souih Atlantic I)Iool\a(luu b’qmulron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Nu vy, Washington.

Order of Flag- O(Ii(u Duw Pont, U'. 8, Navy, to lLieutenant Njcholson,
U. 8. Nam/, uumq dispateh in the preparation of the U, 8.°8. Isuuc
Smith,

STEAM Fricars VVABASII October 16, 1861,

Sir: The Isaac Smith, under your command, has been assigned to
the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. l'lag., Officer Breese will
indicate the point of rendezvous. 1 write to nrge upon you every exer-
tion that will accelerate your departur

If you can leave on Thursday evening you can overtake me in the
roads; if Iater, there will be no certainty. I'shall be much disappointed
not to have the Isaac Smith with me,

Very respectfully, yours,
S, 1% Du Ponr,
. I'lag-Officer, ete.

Lieutenant (Jmmn(uulmg J. WAL NIOIIOLSON

Commanding ] swae Smith.

[Order of same date and like tenor to Lieutenant J. P, Bankhead,
U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Pembina, |
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Letter [rom the Secretary of the Treasury to the Seeretary of the Navy
regarding measures for making hydrographic surveys.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, October 17, 1861,

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 16th instant, requesting that authority may be given to the Super-
intendent of the Coast Survey to attach the steamer Viaen and
schooner Arago to the-tleet under command of Flag-Officer 8. I, Du
Pont, for the purpose of making hydrographic surveys.

I enclow a letter addressed to the SBuperintendent of the Coast
Survey, authorizing him to c()mply with your request should the vessels
be available.

I am, very uspecbfully,
S. P. CHASE,
Sceretary of the Lreasury.
Hon. GIbEON WEILLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[ Enclosure.]

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 'Octobcrk 17, 1861,
Sir: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter, under date of the 1Gth
instant, from the Secretary of the Nuavy, requesting that the steamer
Vieen mul schooner Arago may be attached to the fleet under command
of Flag-Officer S, I', Du Pont for the purpose of making hydrographic
surveys.
Should the said vessels be available for the purpose indicated, you
are authorized to comply with the request of’ the Secretary of the Navy.
-1 am, very rcspe('t,(u)ly‘
S. I’. CHASE,
SNecretary of the T'reasury.
Professor A, D. BAong,
Superintendent Coast Survey, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Assistant Scc; ctary of War to the Assistant Secretary of
the Navy, regarding instructions furnished to General Sherman, U. 8.
Army,

WAR DEPARTMENT, October 17, 1861.

Sir: Yours of this date relative to the instr u(,blons to (xeneral Sher-
man has been duly received. In reply I have the honor to state that
this Department has furnished General Sherman with copies of those
instructions for the naval commanders of the expedition, :

Respecttully, .
THOMAS A, Scorr,
Assistant Sceretary.
Hon, G. V. Fox, '
Assigtant Secretary Navy.,
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Letter from Brigadier-General Shermim, U. 8. Army, to Flag-Officer
Du Pont, U. 8. Navy, transmitting copies of his orders 1elatwe to
cooperatmc coast expedition.

HEADQUARTERS EXPEDITIONARY CORPS,
Annapolis, October 18, 1861.

CoMMODORE: I have the honor to enclose herewith, by direction of
the Secretary of War, copies of certain mstructmns to me from
Lieutenant-General Scott and the War Department,

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
T. W. SHERMAN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Commodore S. F. Du Pont, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Fleet.

[Enclosures.]

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, October 14, 1861,

S1r: You have been selected to command the land portion of a joint
expedition with a naval squadron, and selested on account of its
importance,

A short letter of general mstrlwtlons you have already received from
the War Department, and are f ully impressed with the principal objects
of the e\[)cdmon. Wishing to leave you a wide margin of diseretion,
I have but little to add, and that little relates to the prineiples which
govern cooperation in joint e\pedltlons.

Noland officer can be subjected, in strictness, to the orders of any sea
ofticer unless placed on ship to serve as a mm'me, and no sea officer
under the orders of a land officer unless placed in some for tification to
assist in .its defense, or before it to assist in its capture. But land
troops, embarked m vessels of war for transportation merely, will be
considered, in reqpect to naval commanders, as passengers, sub)ccb of
course, to fhe internal regulations of the vessels,

Oordiality and deference on the part ot our land forces toward those
of our Navy, in the joint service in question, need scarcely be enjoined,
Hearty reciprocity can not fail to be the result. To this end free and
frequent conferences between the joint commanders are recommended.
Accordingly the President, Commander in Chief of the Ariny and Navy,
requires and expects the most effective and cordial cooperation between
the commanders of the expedition, their officers, and men, and will hold
all, in proportion to rank, to a strict and severe re%pmmbihty for any
failure to preserve ll.u'mony and to secure all the objects of the joint
expedition,

You will take care to maintain strict order and discipline among your
troops; not to neglect opportunities of making the prescribed returns
to the Adlutant Greneral, and to report to himm every incident of impor-
tance that may occur to your command,

With full confidence in your zeal and ability,

I remain, with great respect, yours, truly, A
WINFIELD ScorT,
Brigadier-General U, W, SHERMAN,
U. 8. Volunteers,
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WAR DEPARTMENT, October 14, 1861,

Sir: In condu(,tm g mllitary operat‘,lons within States declared by the
proclamation of the President to be in a state of insurrection you will
govern yourself, so far as persons held to service under the laws of
such States are concerned, by the principles of the letters addressed by
me to Major-General Butler on 30th of May and the 8th of August,
copies of which are herewith furnished to you,

Special direcgions, adapted to special circumstances, can not be given.
Much must be referred to your own discretion as commandmg general
of the expedition. -

You will, however, in general, avail yourself of the services of any
persons, whether fugitives from labor or not, who may offer them to
the National Government. You will employ such persons in such
services as they may be fitted for, either as ordinary employés or, it
special circumstances seem to require it, in any other capacity, with
such organization, in squads, compames, or otherwise, as you may decem
most beneficial to the service; this, however, not to be a general arming
of them for military service.

You will assure all loyal masters that Congress will provide just
compensation to them for the loss of the services of the persons so
employed.

It is believed that the course thus indicated will best secure the
substantial rights of loyal masters and the proper benefits to the
United States of the services of all disposed to support the Govern-
ment, while it will avoid all interference with the social systems or
local institutions of every State beyond that which insurrection makes
unavoidable, and which a restoration of peaceful relations to the Union,
under the Ooustitution, will immediately remove.

Respectfully,
SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War,

Brigadier-General T. W, SHERMAN,

Commanding Kapedition to the Southern Coast,

Letter from the Superintendent Coast Survey to the Assistant Secretary
of the Navy regarding the 1ncparatmn of Coast Survey vessels for duty
in Southern waters,

BoOSTON, October 18, .78()1.

My DEAR Sir: Mr, Boutelle is here and will proceed at once to
New York for the Vizen, which is meanwhile proparing for sea by
Captain Carlisle P, P mtberson and will be ready on Monday.,

The schooner Arago, under Mr, Platt, left Bastport, [Me.], on Tues-
day last, Wheu she reaches New Ymk she will requue a pivot gun
and two rifle sixes, The Governor of Maine had lent two sixes to her,.
but required them to be landed before she left the.waters of the Stuto
Will you send an order for the armament, that nothing may delay her.

I write to-night to Captain Rodgers about the Savannah River, of
which.I have just received the chart.

So far matters move on as quickly as I had expected

Truly and respectfully, yours,

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Sceretary Navy.,

A, D. BAoHL,
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Do not forget to apply to Scerstary Tx’ea;'%nry for authority to be
issued to Superintendent Coast Survey to detail steamer Viren and
schooner Arago in connection with the blockading squadron of Commo-
dore Du Pont for surveying purposes.

Yours,
"A.D. B,

Report of Commander Missroon, U. S. Navy, regarding the movements of
the U. 8. steamers Rhode Island and Monticello.

U. 8. S. RHODE ISLAND,
or Ohmloston, 8. C., October 18, 18(‘/

. SIr: I leave this communic¢ation to inforin you that I expect to reach
the Savannalh to-night or at early daylight, and that the steamer
Monticello proceeds to her station off Savannah this evenmg with, as
- her commander informs me, thirteen days’ fuel, which I deem it
important for you to know.

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

J. S, MISSROON,
Commander,
Flag-Officer 8. I'. Duv Pon1,
Commanding Southern Division, U. S. Forces.

Order o/ the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. 8. Navy,
: regaraing the U, S, S, [roquols.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, OMobm 18, 1861,

SIR: So s00n as you can spare the Iroquois from your umnedmte
operations dispatch her to the Gulf to report to Ilag-Officer McKean,
I am, respectiully, ete.,
N G1DEON WELLES,
Flag-Officer S, I'. Du Pon'r,
Comdy. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Letter from William 6610('11 to the Sceretary .of the Navy regarding the
~inefficiency of the blockade.

86 CEDAR STREET, NBW YORK,
October 19, 1861,
Sir: I have seen a letter from an oflicer on hoard the U. S. S, Iro-
quois, oft the port of Savannah, Ga,, of which the following is an
extract: .
Wao are some 12 miles from the shore; can just see the outlines of the land and
that is all; the St. Lawrence is here also. - The blockade is a perfect farce, I think,

for we can seo steamers T up and down tho coast every day, and we are so far oft
that we are useless; before we could get underway they would be out of sight,

The letter is dated in August. :
My object in writing is to show you how things are done there, and
will ‘acconnt for the escape of the steamer Nashville, .You, sir, have to
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bear the blame, when it is the fault of the commanders of the vessels
placed there to blockade the port. :
Very respectfully, your,obedient, servant,
WILLIAM SEWELL,
Hon. GINkoN WERLL ES,
Seeretary 7. N, Nawvy,

Report of Flag-Officer D Pont, U. 8. Navy, regarding the transportation
of marine hattalion in chartered steamer Governor.

FLAGSHIP WABASH,
Hampton Roads, October 19, 1861—8 p. m.

Sir: I hasten to report to the Dep'lrtment an 1mpm‘tdut modification
which T have made for the transportation of the marine battalion.

After mature deliberation I satisfied myself that the organization,
diseipline, and effectiveness of the battalion would be preserved and
improved by keeping it together, a measure earnestly recommended to
me by Major Reynolds.

Further, it may oceur that this ship wonld e taken under fire before
the marines were landed, and thus, without rendering any assistance,
they would be unnecessarily exposed before their services could be
availed of.

1 have therefore deemed it best to charter a steamer (one most
opportunely offering) and have placed the whole battalion and its
officers on board the Governor, just from Boston with guns. I think-
the charter a moderate one and the vessel, drawing only 7 feet, will be
able to follow wherever wanted. , L ;

The battalion was a good deal exposed on board the Paionee, and was
much relieved at getting into comfortable quarters and under cover,

Tivery moment of our tinie is occupied in some useful preparation,
coaling, watering, exercising our boats with their howitzers, ete,, Com-
modore Goldsborough doing everything to help ns, Nothing down yet
from Ann.\pohs

Bnelosed is a copy of the charter party of the steamer Governor.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, '
S. K, Du l’ON'P,

Flag-Officer, Qommanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron
Hon. GiproN. WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.

Report of Flag- O[Iucr Du Pont, U7, 8. Navy, regarding the successjul
operation of the r/unl)(ml.s- under steam or sail,

Fr.AesHIr WABASI.
Hampton Roads, October 19, 1861,

Sir: Flag-Officer Goldshorough having N‘portc(l* my arrival here, I
had nothing of a special echaracter to communicate yesterday.

It has oceurred to-me, in the absence of more specific reports from
their commanders, that the Department would be gratified to learn
that the gunboats are qmte a success under steam or saily so far as

*Beo Series I, vol, 6, p. 340,
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our opportunities of judging permitted. This ship was put under
double-reefed topsalls, and no want of stability or any other defect
presented 1tself in them.
I am, sir, with great respect your obedient servant,
S. I, Du Ponr,
Flag-Officer, Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to O’ommandar Godon, U. S, Navy,
commanding U, 8, 8. Mchican, to proceed to duty in the South Atlantic
Blockading Squ(u?ron

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 20, 1861,

SIR: Proeeed as early as practicable with the Mohican to New York
and report to Commodore Breese for the purpose of forming a part of
the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flag-Officer 8. F. Du Pent,

I am, respectfully, your obediuiit servant,
. GIDEON WELLES,

Commander 8, W, GODON,
Commanding U, 8. S, Molican, Boston.

[Telegram,)

Bosgron, October 20, 1861,

Please glve telegraphic order to New York navy yard to arm Viwen
and Arago immedintely, Viven leaves Tuesday.
A, D. BAOHE,
Hon, . V. I'ox.

[Kndorsenient.]

Answered October 20, 1861,
Please have what armament you have put on board the Viwen and
Arago early as convenient, as they are wanted immediately.
G. V. Vox,
: Assistant Seeretary.
CoMMANDANT NEW York NAVY YARD,

Instructions Srom I'lag- Officer Du Pont, U. S. Navy, regarding the order
of nmvcmbnt of vessels j;om Hampton Roads,

Circular.| o OcrosEr 23, 186G1.
Sir: The following-named vessels of the fleet under my command

will, on signals being made, get underway and leave Hampton Roads
in the third order of steaming, or the double line ahead, viz:

- O Wabash.

Ottawa. O ,

" ‘O Unadilla.
Pawnee, O O Seneca,
Isaac Smith. O O Pembina,
Curlew. O O R. B. Forbes,
Penguin, @) O Pocahontas,
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These vessels when outside will form the line abreast, according to
the diagram, except the two last, which are the flanking vessels of the
column of transports on the east (as shown in the diagram). They
will therefore tuke their positions as prescribed in the diagram in rear
of the left of the line, and await the trangports, ,

After the above-nuined vessels, will follow the transports in succes-
sion, thus: first, the Vauderbilt and those composing the third column
of transports, of which the Vanderbilt is the leading ship; then the
Baltic and thoss composing the first or center colnmn of transports,
of ‘which the Baltic is the leading ship, and lastly, the Atlantic and
those composing the second or right column of transports, of which the
Atluntic Is the leading ship, , ,

The transports will tform, when in the offing, in three columns, in
the line ahead, under their respective leader, as shown in the diagram.

After the transports will follow the Florida and Augusta, which are
to flank the transports on the west, and lastly the Molhican and Semi-
nole, which are to cover the rear of the fleef, as shown in the diagram.

The following general directions are to be observed: '

Ist, Bach vessel is to keep her own place in line abreast or ahead, as
the case may be, and not leave except by signal.

2d, The transports will follow strictly, with or without signals. the
leading vessel'of their respective columns, B

3d, The flagship will communicate with the transports through the
leaders of the column only, and by means of Roger’s marine signals,

Very respecttully, ,
S. I, Du Ponn,
Flag-Ofiicer, ete,, U, 8. 8. Wabash.

Blockading instructions of Rear-Admiral Du Pont.

GENBERAL ORDERS, ;
No. 1. Oc1ToBER 24, 1861.

Commanding officers of blockading vessels under my command are
to be governed by the following rules:

1st. Duly notify neutrals of the declaration of blockade, and give to
it all the publicity in your power, ‘

2d. The blockade must be strict and absolute, and only public armed
vessels of foreign powers are to be permitted to enter the ports, which
are placed in a-state of blockade. o

3d. Protect our commerce from thie depredations of privateers, and,
as a matter of course, capture them, and all other vessels of the enemy
. whenever you can do so, without being seduced away from your station.

4th, A lawful maritiine blockade requires the actual presence of an
adequate force, stationed at the entrance of the port, sufficiently near
to prevent communication. The only exception to this rule arises out
of the oceasional temporary absence of the blockading vessels, pro-
duced by accident, as in the case of & storm, which does not suspend
the legal operation of a blockade; and to take advantage of sucb an
accidental absence is a fraudulent attempt to break the blockade, and
will justify the application of penalties. .

6th. A neutral or foreign vessel proceeding toward the entrance of a
blockaded port is not to be captured or detained if she shall not have
previously reccived from one of the blockading squadron a special

N W R—VOL 12——15 '



226 SOUTH ATLANTIC BLOUKADING SQUADRON.

notification of the existence of the blockade. This notification must
be inserted in writing on the rogistér and muster roll of the-neutral
vessel by the cruiser which meets her, and it should contain the
announcement, together with statements of the day and the latitude
and longitude in which it was made,

6th. Until the ports are closed by proclamation (that is, declared to
be no longer ports of entry), the warning just mentioned is to be c¢on-
tinued to all vessels, instead of capturing at once, as will be the case
wheil they come to be so closed.

Tth, Vesselsleaving guarded insurgent ports without legal cleirances
are to be seized and sent in for adjudication, If it be claimed that there
is not an eftective blockade, and therefore that they are entitled to
depart, still they must not .disregard our municipal laws and the
requirements of the National Government, If they do, they incur the
penalties and are subject to the forteitures which the laws impose,

8th, Vessels with contraband goods on board, approaching any of the
blockaded ports, or vessels that may have cleared for any of those
ports, and be found, with & due warning on their papers, hovering about
any of them, are all to be seized and sent in for adjudication,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. F. Du Ponmr,
Flag-Officer, ete.

{T'o accompany General Ordors, No, 1.]

- I'LAgsnir WABASH,
, IHampton Roads, October 24, 1861,
S1r: You will, after receipt of this order, furnish me with a tabular
statement, weekly, of each and every vessel spoken and boarded, with
date, name, name of captain, nationality, position, cargo, where from,
where bound, and such other remarks as may be deemed necessary.
You will take care to examine the character of any vessel within
your reach. :
Respucttully, your obedient servant,
8. . Du Pon,
Flag-Oficer, ete, -

[Addressed to same commanding ofticers as preceding. |

Letter from the Secretary of iie Navy to Flag-Officer Du Pont, U, S, Navy,
regarding the shipment, by the steamer Iingal, of munitions of war for
the Confederate Governament,

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 24, 1861,
Sir: Authentic information has been received that a large quantity
of rifles, powder, swords, and munitions of various kinds were shipped
near London on board the steamer Colletis, which left the Thames on
the 20th ultimo for Greenock, Scotland, where her cargo was to be
transferred to the new iron screw steamer Fingal, 'The transshipment
is made to throw this Governmentoft its gunard, The Fingal isschooner-
rigged, with two masts, has a round stern, the bust of a man for a head,
has one deck aud a poop, is 1806 feet long and 25 feet wide, and 12:%;
feet depth of hold. She is British built and her tonnage is a little
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short of 500 tons, Her cargo consists of 31,000 pounds powder, 525,000
cartridges, 1,650,000 peércussion caps, 1,600 rifled * Brown Bessies,” 100
sword bayonets, a large quantity of paper for cartridges, and other
articles much needed in the States in insurrection, A contract has
also been made in England for o larger amount of similar articles, to
be shipped by another vessel which was to follow within two weeks of
the sailing of the Fingal. Contracts have also been made for a large
quantity of arms to be shipped us occasion offers. The Fingel will, of
course, sail under the English flag, and will undoubtedly attempt to
euter one of the Southern ports. ‘lhe Department does not vousider it
necessary to urge you to incréased watchfulness to prevent this vessel
from landing her cargo. Aun-enumeration of the leading articles on
board of her is surely sufficient to indicate tlie importunce of prevent.
ing their getting into the hands of the insurrectionists and of capturing
the vessel if possible; for, i¥ she fails in attempting t ~uter one of the
Southern ports, she may proceed to the West Indies and land her cargo,
in hopes of getting it into the States in smaller quantities and at
different times,
Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,
[Flag-Officer S. ', Du Ponr,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Synadron.)

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Dw Pont, U, 8.
Nawy, transmitting consular information regarding ihe steamer Fingal,

NAVY DEPARTMENYT, October 25, 1861,
Sir: I transmit herewith further information concerning the steamer
Fingal, which is fitting out in Iingland for the purpose ot attempting to
run the blockade, as is suspected. :
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDKON WHELLES,
Flag-Officer SAMUEL I', Du PonT,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Syuadron,

(Enclosure.]

CONSULATE OF 1THE UNITED STATES,
Glasgow, October 8, 1861,

Sir: L am instructed by Mr, Adams to send you such particulars as
I can quietly get of the steamer Fingal, which has been rapidly load-
ing arms and ammunition at Greenock, ostensibly for Jamaica and
Honduras. ,

This steamer at time of writing this is, I am informed, getting up
steam to proceed to soa, and has on board, my informant thinks, about
300 or 400 bales, which may contain army uniforms and clothing, about
300 cases of rifles and 180 cases of pistols, some cannon (3 or more),
and gunpowder, ,

This steamer came into dock at Greenock late on Sunday night last,
and commenced receiving cargo and has worked uninterruptedly day
and night until this afternoon, when she hauled into the stream and
received her gunpowder.

She is supposed to have on board 500 or 600 tons of cargo, of the
description ay stated. The cases of rifles were received by train from
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London on Saturday, marked “A,” and conslgned to ¢“A” T employed
a competent par ty, fully trustwonthy, to watch these cases and give
me early information of their destiration, as, in accordance with my
instructions from the mlmster, I did not wish.to appear prominently in
this matter. Some of the cases were opened on the wharf, and the
contents were found to be very superior rifles, much better arms than
are shipped from here to the West Indies for commercial purposes, |
have had no interview with any of the customs officials in regard to
this vessel, but my informant has conversed with some of them and
learned that they had been suspicious of the intended destination being
for o lawful purpose, and had applied to the board of customs at Lon-
don for but received no authority to detain the vessel. My informmant
intimated his hubpimons that the vessel was intended for the American
coast, which they said was quite likely, but they had no authority to
mterfero As this vessel, I have no doubt, will sail to-night and in
due time make her appearance somewhere in American waters, I for-
ward a description of her appearance. She is a serew propellcr of 4(2
tons register, 9 engines of 120-horsepower, nominal; is 186 feet long, 25
feet 6 inches beam, 12 feet 9 inches deep; has one deck with poop cabm,
two masts, schiooner- rigged, round qtern Thalf man head, iron hull; was
built on the Clyde about six months’ smce for Mr. I)a\qd Hutchinson,
of this ¢ity, a very respectable merchant, in whose name she still stands
registered at the custom-house here, 'llthough sold by him, asis alleged,
some weeks since to a Mr, A, O, Byrne, a stranger here, but lepm'te(l
of Liverpool. MThe master’s nume is Anderson, Iler crew have not
been shipped at the regular shipping office at Greenock, so 1 ¢an not
gob particulars; but I understand they will be pretty numerous for such
a small vessel,
[ shall endeavor to get further particulars of the cargo and outfits of
this vessel to be sent to Mr, Adams as eirly as possible.
1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

Wmu, Cook,
» U. 8. Vice-Consul,
Hon. WiLLiAM . SEWARD,
Seeretary of State, Washington, D, C.

Order of Ilug-Officer Du Pont, U/, S. Navy, to Cuptain Larduer, U, S,
Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Susquehanna, off Charleston,

FLAGsHir WABASH, |
Hampton Roads, Octoher 25, 18(;1
Private.)

DEAR LARDNER: On receiving the report of the sur vey on the englne
of the Susquehanna, 1 (lmpatvh, with haste, the Alabama to preserve
the efticiency of the blockade.

Wait off Charleston for further orders from me, and do not speak of
my coming,

Yours, taithfully, in haste,
S. F. Du Ponw,

Captain JAMES L. LARDNER,

U. 8, Steam Frigate Susquehanna, off' Charleston,
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Order of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Haygerty,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. . slup Vandalia, to convoy coal and powder
ships to the place of rendezvous.

FLAGSHIP WABASH,
Hampton Roads, October 20, 1861,

Sir: The duty is hereby assigned to you of convoyimng to the place
ot rendezvous the coal and p()wder ships bclongmg to the squadron
and to the transports composing this expedition,

The armed bark the Gem of the Sea, of the volunteer navy, will
assist in this duty, and ()uptmn Baxter is ordered to report to you
accordingly and wait your specific instructions,

The following is « list of the vessels placed under your convoy:

Belonging to the sqmdron.——liug Belle of the Bay, bark Jane A,
Bishop, schooner Western Star, brig K. I Stewart, ship Courier, -

Coal ships for tmnsports.-—-AuI (b('h()()nel‘), Oharles M. Neal, N, E.
Clark, Susan I, Abbott, H.dJ. Allen, J. M, Vance, William (:.Audenmed
Saral J. Br ight If‘hzabeth nqlesh, Hiffort, Sarato ga, Rachel 8, M@ller
Lewis Ohester, é’arah Cullen, ., Frambes, J. 8. IHewitt, Snowflake, June
Satterthwaite, Willard Saulshury, D, Maloncy (brig).

You will proceed to sea with the first fair wind and make the best of
your way to the port desxgnated in thie enclosed confidential communi-
cation, which you will not open until after passing Cape Henry,

It aﬁ‘ords me pleasure to say that, in consequence of our necessarily
slow movements, you will, provided you use dlspatch, arrive in {ime to
take part in the operations of the fleet.

You will plmse instruet the freight vessels in your convoy to make
for Savannah, Ga,, if separated from your pennant.

Yery respe(,tlully, your obedient servant,
8, I*, Du Ponw,
Hlag-Ofiicer, Commanding South Atlantic Blockading ;Squadwm

(Jomm.mder I'rANOIS S, HAgarRrYY, U, S, Navy,
Commanding U, 8. Ship V (mdalm, Ilampton Roads,

[Enclosure,]

Confidential.) FraGsHTP WABASH,
Hampton Roads, October 26, 1861,

Sir: Port Royal, 8, C,, is the port of destination for yourself and
the ships under your convoy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S ', Du Ponr,
HFlag- ()()wm' Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squa(h On.

Commander FraNoIs S, HAGGERTY, U, 8. Navy,
U. 8. 8. Vandalaa, Ilampton Roads.

Order of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U. 8. Nam/, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Baxter, U. 8. Nwm/, regarding convoy duty.

FLAGsHI? WABASH,
Hampton Roads, October 26, 1861.
Sir: You will report yourself to Commander Francis S, Haggerty,
commanding U, S ship Vamlalca, to take part in the convoy of certain
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vessels and for such other duty as he may assign to the vessels under
your command. 7

In the event of separation from the Vandalia, you will open the
enclosed confidential communication,

Very resypectfully, your obedient servant,

3. F. Du Ponr,
L Flag- Officer, ete.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I. B. BAXTER,
. U. 8. Bark Gem of the Sea, Hampton Roads.

[Enclosure.) .
Confidential,] FLAGSHIP WABASH,
Hampton Ronds, October 26, 1861,
Sir : In the event of separation from the Vandalia, you will make
the best of your way to Port Royval, 8, O,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. I, Du Pont,
. Flag- Officer, ete,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I. B. BAXTER, U. 8. Navy,
U. 8. Bark Gem of the Sea, Hampton Roads.

[Endorsed, confidential,]

To be opened in the avent of separation from the Vandalia, but not
otherwise,

Report of Wlag-Officer Du Pont, U, S, Navy, regurding the digabled con.
dition of the U, S, 8, Shawsheen,

v v FLAGSHIP WABASH,
- Hamplon Roads, October 28, 1861,
Str: T have to report the arrival yesterday of the U. S, S. Shaw-
sheeen from New York in a disabled condition, :
l]t‘.nclosed is the report of Charles Bordman, the carpenter of this
ship. - ,
I havae, consequently, ordered Acting Lieutenant I, R. Colhoun, com.
manding the Shawsheen, to proceed to Baltimore and report his arrival
to the Depurtmment, from which he will receive orders concerning the
necessary repairs to his vessel,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,’ B
S, I, Du Ponr,
Flag- Officer, Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington,

Report of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U, 8. Navy, announcing the departure of
, his squadron from Hampton Roads.

U, 8. 8, WABASH,
Under Steam, Tuesday, October 29, 1861—9 @, m.

My DEARr Sir: Please inform Mr, Welles that we are off, and the
pilot will soun leave. There seems but one opinion now as to having
Jvaited for such a start, and I trust our present prospects and hopes

will ba vealized. ; ‘ , ’
Twonty-eight days ago this expadition, though long meditated by
- the wisdom of the Departinent, had in reality no form or substance,
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In my iudgment notlnng more could well have been added in that
time, 1 felt at the time of the final decision at Mr. Seward’s house,
October that the embarkation at Annapolis was an error. The
troops h.we been too long on board, and are too raw, but the generals
are able,

The ships of my squadron are in as high condition as I ean expect
and 1 am thankful to the Department for its endeavors to make it as
efficient as possible, and to your practical, intelligent, and personal
supervision and zeal I shall ever recur, w]mtwex the results in store for
us may be.

We have considerable power to carry on an offensive warfare; that
of endurance against forts is not commensurate. But in so rlghteous
a cause as ours, and against so wicked a rebellion, we must overcome
all difficulties,

Please give my highest regards to Mr, Welles, and believe me, my
dear sir, yours, faithfully,

S, ¥. Du Ponr,
Flag-Officer, ete.
Hon. G. V., FFox,
Assistant Scorctar) y of the Navy, Washington.

9:30—Pilot leaves.

Order of (”ommandm' Missroon, U, S. Navy, to Lieutenant Braine, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U, 8. S, Monticello, vegarding the station of that
vessel,

U, 8, SHIP SAVANNAH,
O Tybee, Ovtober 31, 1861,

SIr: You w1ll please now oceupy the position which I mdicated yes:
terday, at the northwest extremity of' the curve of deep soumhngs, in
order to prevent any attempt that may be made by vessels to pass from
Savannah, abreast of Hilton Head Island, toward the channel from
Port Iuoyal Sound by day or by night, and e%peomlly at night, -

The Coast Survey chart shows that 14 feet may he carried at high
water, but your station, as near Hilton Head Island as may be safely
taken by your vessel, would bring such vessels under your guns,

Let it be 1eg'u'dcd as your night station particularly, and you will
please maintain a commanding position by day also, except by special
signal,

I believe it probable that attempts will now soon be made to evade
the blockade, Increased v1gllan(,e will hereafter be observed from our
mastheads and txmolv notice given you to chase.

Respectfully, sir,
J. 8, MISSROON,
Jommander,
Lieutenant Commanding D, L. BRAINE,
Commanding Monticello,

Report of Commander Missroon, U. 8. Navy, regarding the absence of the
U, 8. 8. Monticello Srom the blook(ule of" Savannah, Ga., November 1
and 2, 1861, ,

U. 8, SHIr SAVANNAN,
Port Royal, 8. C., January 15, 1862,
SIR: 1 beg leave to reply minntely to your question of yesterday in

respect to the departure of the steamer Monticello from her station off
Savannah,
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On the mornmg of the 1st November last the severest gale of the
season set in, when this ship and the Monticello were both close in with
the Savannah Bar, and both proceeded to sea withount interchange of
signals as a measure necessary to their preservation,

During the forenoon of the 2d November, before the gale had abated,
when in the Gulf Stream, the Monticello hove in sight and made sigtml
“Disabled or dumaged is the engine,” followed by the signul for per-
mission to ¢ fetch into port that I can,” to which I assented for the fol-
lowing reasons, viz, the difficulty of communicating further in o gale,
the responsibility of the commander for his statement as to the extent
of the damage which he had represented, and particularly the fact of
her inability to render farther service off Savanunah for want of fuel,
Lieutenant Commander Braine having reported to me two days before
the gale of the 1st November that he had only five days’ fuel on board
for low stcammg, and knowing that the expenditure had been unex-
pectedly large in the precudmg twenty-nine hours,

On the 136h October Lieutenant Commander Braine reported to me,
oft Oharleston, that he had theu only thirteen days’ fuel on board, of
which 1 noblﬁed you in a letter left on board the Roanoke, supposing
that you would receive it within three or four days of its date.

The Bermuda is said to have escaped from Savannah on the night of
the 20 November in thick weather. The Monticello could not have
regained the station to have prevented her departure in her damaged
condijtion.

Respecttully, sir, your obedient -crvant,
J. S, MISSROON,
, Commander,

Flag-Ofticer S. I, Du Pont,

Comdy, South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, 8. O,

Correspondence regarding rescue of the marine battalion from the trams-
port steamer Qovernor by the U. S. ship Sabine, November 1-3, 1861,

Report of Flag-Officer Du Pont, U, 8, Navy.

IPFLAGSIHIP WABASH,
Port Royal Harbor, S, C., November 15, 1801,

S1r: I avail myself of the first moment of leisure to transmit to you
the report of Major John George Reynolds, commanding the battalion
of marines attached to my squadron, in which he relates all the cir-
cumstances attending the loss of the chartered steamer Governor and
the rescue of himself and his command by the frigate Sabine, Captain
Ringgold.

TheDepartnient will find thisreport exceedingly interesting and willbe
gratified to learn that the conduet of the officers and of nearly all the
men of the battalion was such as to command MA)m Reynolds’ approval,
ag it willy I doubt not, receive the favorable notice of the Department,

The established leput wtion and high standing of Major Reynolds
might almost dispense with any observations of my own upon the
bravery and high sense of honor which he displayed in disputing with
Mr. Weidman (though not a seaman) the privilege of being the last to
leave the wreck. : ,

I have the honor to be, sir, réspectfully, your obedient servant,
S. I, Du Ponw,
Flag-Officer, Commanding South Atlantic Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Reports of Major Reynolds, U, 8, Marine Corps, commanding battalion,

U. S. Surr SABINE,
At Sea, November 8, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to report that the marine battalion under my
command left Hampton Roads on transport steamboat Governor on the
morning of Tuesday, the 29th of October, with the other vessels of the
fleet, and continued with them near the flagship Wabash until Friday,
the 1st of November, '

On Iriday morning about 10 o’clock the wind began to freshen, and
by 12 or 1 blew so violently we were obliged to keep her head directly
to the wind, and thereby lcave the squadron, which apparently stood
its course. ,

Throughout the afternoon the gale continued to increase, though the
Governor stood it well until about 4 o'clock. About this time we were
struck by two or three very heavy seas, which broke the port hog brace
in two places, the brace tending inward, This was immediately fol-
lowed by the breakihg of the hog brace on the starboard side. By
great exertions on the part of the officers and men of the battalion
these braces were so well stayed and supported that no immediate
danger was apprehended from them, 4

Up to this time the engine worked well. Soon after the brace chaius
guys] which supported the smokestack parted, and it went overboard.
Some 3 feet of it above the hurricane deck remained, which enabled us
to keep up the fires. Soon after the loss of the smokestack the steam
pipe burst. After this occurrence we were unable to make more than 14
pounds of steam, which was reduced as soon as the engine commenced
working to from 3 to 6 pounds. The consequence was we had to stop
the engine frequently in order to increase the head of steam, At this
period the steamer was making water freely, but was easily kept clear
by the pumps of the engine whenever it could be worked. Abont §
o’clock we discovered a steamer with a ship in tow, which we supposed
to be the Ocean Queen. To attract attention we sent up rockets, which
signals she answered, When our rockets, six in all, were gone, we kept
up a fire of musketry for a long time, but, the sea running high and the
wint being violent, she could render us no assistance. She continued
on her course, in gight the greater -part of the night, About 3 o’clock
Saturday morning the packing round the cylinder head blew out, ren-
dering the engine totally useless for some time. 'I'he engine was finally
put in running order, although it went very slowly. The rudder chain
wag carried away during the night, the water gaining constantly on us
and the boat laboring violently, At every lurch we apprehended the
hog braces would be carried away, the effect of which would have been
to tear out the entire starboard side of the boat, collapse the boiler,
and carry away the wheelhouse. Barly in the morning the rudderhead
broke, the engine was of very little use, the water still gaining on us
rapidly, and we entirely at the mercy of the wind. It was only by the
untiring exertions of our men that we were kept afloat, Nearly one
hundred of them were kept constantly pumping and bailing, and the
rest were holding fast the ropes which supported the hog braces,

- Toward morning the weather, which during the night had been dark
and rainy, seemed to brighten and the wind to lull, At daybreak two
vessels were seen on our starboard bow, one of which proved to be the
U. 8. 8, Isaac Smith, commanded by Lientenant J. W. A, Nicholson,
of the Navy, She descried our signal of distress, which was ensign half-
mast, union down, and stood for us. About 10 o’clock we were hailed
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by the Smith and given to understand that if possible we should all
be taken on board. A boat was lowered from her and we were enabled
to take a hawser. This, through the carelessness of Captain [0, 1..]
Litchfield, of the Governor, was soon cast off or unavoidably let go. The
water Was still gaining on us, The engine could be worked but little,
and it appeared that our only hope of safety was gone,

The Smith now stood off, but soon returned, and by 1 o’clovk we had
another hawser from her zmd were again in tow A sail (the propeller

“bark Youny vaor) which had been discovered on our starboard bow
during the morning was soon within hailing distatice.

The captain proftered all the assistance he could give, though at the
time he could do nothing, owmg to the severity of the weather., The
hawser from the Smith again parted, and we were once more adrift,
The Young Rover now stood tor us .1gain and the captain said he would
stand by us till the last, for which encouragement he received a heart-
felt cheer from the men. He also informed us [that] a large trigate was
ahead standing for us, He then stood for the frigate, made signals of
distress and returned,

The fmgate soon came into view and hope once more cheered the
hearts ot all on board the transport.  Between 2 and 3 o’clock the U, 8,
frigate Sabine (Oaptain Ringgold) was within hail, and the assurance
given that all hands would be taken on board. After a little delay the
Sabine came to anchor, We followed her example, and a hawser was
passed to us, It was now late in the day and there were no signs of
an abatement of the gale, It was evident that whatever was to be
done for our safety must be done without delay. About 8 or 9 o'clock
the Sabine had paid out enough chain to bring her stern close to our
bow. Spars were rigged out over the stern of the frigate and every
arrangement made for w]nppmg our men on board, and some tlurty
men wore rescucd by this means, Three or four hawsers and an iron
stream cable were parted by the plunging of the vessels. The Governor
at this time had 3 feet water, which was rapidly increasing., It was
evidently intended by the conmmndmg, officer of the Sabine to get the
Governor alongside and let our men jump from the boat to the frigate.
In our condition this appeared extremely hazardous, It seemed impos-
sible for us to strike the frigate without instantly going to pieces, We
were, however, brought alongside 'and some forty men succeeded in
getbmg on bo.u'd the frigate. - One was crushed to death between the
frigate and the steamer in attempting to gain a foothold on the frigate.

Shortly after being brought alongside the frigate the sturboard quar-
ter of the Sabine struck the port bow of the_Fovernor, and carried away
about 20 feet of the hurricane deck from the stem to the wheelhouse.
The sea was running 8o high, and we bemg tossed so violently, it was
deemed prudent to slack up the hawser and let the Governor fall astorn
of the frigate with the faint hope of weathering the gale till morning,
All our provisions and other stores, indeed every movable m‘tlcle, were
thrown overboard, and the water casks started to llghten the vessel.
From half past 3 until daybreak the Governor floated in comparative
safety, notwntlmtmdmg the water was mpldly gaining on her, At
daybreak preparations were made for sending boats to our relief,
although the sea was running high, and it being excee(hngly danger
ous for a boat to approach the guurds of the steamer. In consequence
the boats laid off and the men were obliged to jump into the sea, and
were then hanled into the boats, All hands were thus providentially
rescued from the wreck with the exception, I am pained to say, of 1
corporal and 6 privates, who were drowned or killed by the crush or
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contact of the vessels, Those drowned were lost throngh their disobe-
dience of orders in leaving the 1anks, or abandoning their posts. After
the tr oops were safely reembarked every exertion was directed to secur-
ing the arms, accouterments, ammunition, and other property which
might have been saved ufter lightening the wreck. 1 am gratilied in
being able to say nearly all the arins were saved -and about half the
accouterments, The knapsacks, haversacks, and canteens were nearly
all lost. About 10,000 round ot cartridges were tortunately saved, and
9,000 lost. Since bem g on board of this ship every attention has been
bestowed by Captain Ringgold and his oficers toward recruiting the
strength of our men and restoring them to such a condition as will
enable us to take the field at the earliest possible moment. Too much
praise ¢an not be bestowed upon the officers and men under iy com-
mand, All did nobly. The firmuess with which they performed their
duty is beyond all praise, I'or forty eight houra they stood at ropes
and pa‘«med water to keep the ship aHoat, Refreshments in both eating
and drmkmg were passed to them at their posts by noncommissioned
oficers. It s impossible for troops to have conducted themselves bettor
under such trying circumstances. The tramport continued to float
some three hours after she was. ab.mdoned, carrying with her when she
sunk, [ am grieved to say, company books and staft returns. In order
to complete the personnel of the battalion, I have requested Oaptain
Ringgold to meet a requisition for sever: \1- pmvates, to which he has
readily assented. I considered thls requisition in order, as I have been
informed by Oaptfun Ringgold it is his intention, as orders were given
for his slup to repair to a Northern port; in which event he can easily
be supplied, and my command by the accommodation rendered com-
plete, in order to meot any demand you make for our services,

Under God, we owe our preservation to Captain Ringgold and the
officers of the’ Sabine, to whom we tender our heartfelt thanks for their
untiring labors while we were in danger and their unceasing kindness
. since we have been on board the frigate.

This report is respectfully submitted.
I am, commodore, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO, ((r0, REYNOLDS,
Commanting Battalion Marines, Southern Dimasion,

Flag-Officer SAML, I, Du Pon1,
Commanding U. S, Naval Expedition, Southern Coast,

P, 8.—List of noncommissioned officers and privates drowned and
injured by attempting to leave the U, 8. transport steamer Governor
without orders:

Corporal Thomas McKeown, Privates Manus Brown, Timothy Lacy,
Lawrence Gorman, Thomas Walkm‘, Robert. Campbell, drowned;
Private dward H. Miller, cut in two by collision with Sabine; Private
(instave Smith, arm broken by collision with Sabine,

JNO. GEO, REYNOLDS,
Major, Commanding Battalion,

- U, S, Suir SABINE,
Off Port Royal, S: 0., November 8, 1861,
CoroNEL: I have to report serious disasters, My command has
suffered greatly, but under the providence of (iod we have been pre.
served, and 1 hope for some good purpose to our country yet, although
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despoiled of the full and ample equipments with which we were pro-
vided -on leaving headquarters. You will observe by the detailed
report to Coinmodore Du Pont, of which a copy is herewith enclosed,
we are being refitted for ser vu,e and hope to be able to take the field
when required. Captain Ringgold has been untiring in his efforts for
the good of the officers and men—his ship bemg bound home, has prof-
fered everything at his command toward equipping us for service. |
am really at a loss to convey or express in words sufficiently strofig my
gratitude to Captain Ringgold and his officers for their uniform and
umlevn.ttmg‘kmdne%s.

I have been (ompelled to draw from this slup 9 ]mvates to make up
the deli('lenoy in our ranks occasioned by loss'in drowning, cte.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO, GEO, RE \’NOLDS,
Comdy. Battalion Marines, Southern Blockading Squadron,

Golonel JoAN HARRIS,
Dommandant Harvine Corps, Washington, 1), U,

Report of Captain Ringgold, U. 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. ship Sabine.

U. 8. I'RIGATE SABINE,
— of Port Royal, S, C., November 8, 1861,

Sir: On the morning of the 2d instant, while cruising off George.
town, S, O., within the limits prescribed by IMlag-Officer Goldsborough,
I fell in with the transport steamer (fovernor in n sinking condition (in
tow of the U. S, S, Isaae Smith, and in company with the U. S, bark
Young Rover), with & battalion of marines under command of Major
Reynolds, of the Marine Corps.

I am ;_,mtiﬁul to inform Emu that aftor great difficulty I succecded in
rescuing the whole battalion, with the exception of 1 corporal and 6
privates, who, through bheir‘mml imprudence, threw themselves ovor-
board, hoping to gain this ship, and were drowned.

I also took from the sinking steamer nearly all the arms, ammunition,
accouterments, and clothing,  Such of the lutter as was lost T have felt
it my duty to supply from the stock of marine clothing on board and
from that of the payvmaster,

[ have also w)mplivd with the roqmsitmn of Major Roynolds for 8
privates from the marine guard of this ship, 7 of them to fill vacancies,
caused as above stated, and 1 to supply the place of 1 whose arm was
badly fractured in the «Ltfbll)[)b to get on board while the steamer was
under our starboard quarter,

Knowing the great importance of the l).xttuhon to you, and in com-
pliance with my own convietion of duty, and the urgent desire of Major
Reynolds, I did not hecutwte, tempm'm'll), to leave my station and pro-
ceed with all dispateh to join you in order to restore s valuable a por-
tion of your command, sepfmr‘md from the squadron by stress of weather
and saved under the most perilous circumstances,

My ship had previously sustained serious injuries, and while engaged
in the hazardous duty incident to the rescue, received others, Among
them the spindle of the capstan was found to be sprun and as the ship
has at the utmost only ten days' water on board, it is ahsnlute]y incam-
bent on me to resume the blockade and carey out promptly the duties
under my letter of instructions from*I'lag-Officer Goldsborough.
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I therefore trust you will take immediate steps to provide for the
transfer of the battalion to your squadron. The boats of my ship will
be placed at the disposal of Major Reynolds.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CADWALADER RINGGOLD,
Captain, Commanding Sabine,

IFlag-Officer S, I, Du PonT,

Comdg, South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, I’ort Royal, S. O,

Report of Acting Master Weidman, U, 8. Navy, regarding the operations of the steamer Gov-
ornor, while under his command,

U, 8. Fr1GATE SABINE, November 8, 1861,

Sir: In accordance with your desirve, [ submit the following as com-
ing under my observation while in charge ot the steamer on which
your command was embarked at Hampton Roads. My charge of the
steamer commenced with the crash of tlie hog braces, when it became
quite evident to those who observed the bearing of the captain of the
boat, Mr, Litchfeld, that a change was necessary. 'This was on the
morning of Friday, November 1, about 11 o'clock. In taking charge
of the steamer, the following facts presented themselves for my action::
er sponsons were found leaky and in an unseaworthy condition; her
hull in very unearly as bad a condition; her pumps in wretched order;
her hog braces rotten, insecurely fastened, and broken in several
places; about 2 feet of water in her hold, and gaining slowly, all pumps
going, To remedy the condition of the sponsons in a measure, I
adopted the plan of ehanging my course so as to bring the wind on the
quarters, alternately, so that after clearing one sponson, I could clear
the other, and in the meanwhile keep the one previously cleared in
comparatively good condition, Lo assist the pumps, bucket companies
were formed, some of your officers taking charge. We gained on the
leaks after bailing lively., Her pumps could not be repaired very
readily, but one of the privates of your command put them in such a
condition as to render them servie able for some time, Her hog braces
were secured as well as possible, they lasting during the whole gale,
The gale at this stage of our difficulties was blowing strong, accom-
panied with o heavy sea, Its direetion about S, 1%, the steamer making
a N.W. course very nearly. I exerted myselt to render her ag easy as
circumstances would permit, which I found was facilitated by starting
all the water forward, and shifting, at different periods of the gale, her
deck load from side to side, Late on Iriday night, two vessels wero
discovered, which we signaled by means of rockets, ete., hoping that
they would keep by us during the gale. They answered us,; but we soon
lost sight of them, I took about twenty minutes rest at miduight,
when you and Lieutenant Corrie aroused me, calling my attention to a
change in the weather. I informed you that 1 had little hopes of com.-
ing out safe, and proceeded to take additional precautions for the
steamer’s safety. The gale c¢hanged and blew ‘strong from the south-
ward and westward, tho vessel riding easily head to wind. Several
aceidents succeedad each other in quick succession, soon after culminat-
ing in the fall of the smokestack, the bursting of the steam pipe, and
the vessel becoming unmanageable. Notwithstanding these discourag-
ing events your men worked nobly, and it was seldom found necessary
to reprove any of your men. On Saturday morning the Isaac Smith
spoke us, giving us to understand that she would save all of us at any
cost., She passed uy several hawsers, but unfortunately our vessel
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acted so badly that it was found impossible to render her in any
degree¢ more comfortable. Soon after speaking the Smith the Youny
Rover spoke us, and gave us to understand that a large frigate was
making for us. It proved to be the vessel we are now on., She, after
a great deal of labor and tiouble, succeeded in saving all of us, with few
exceptions, who were cither drowned or killed at various stages of the
wreck, Before I close, I must mention that your officers aided me
greatly in my attempts to keep the steamer afloat, particularly Captain
Wiley, Lieutenants Huntington, Bartlett, and Mathews, Of the crew,
the least [ can say is that they were very, very worthless, The chief
engineer and the chief mate conducted themselves as cowards and
traitors only know how.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOIN WEIDMAN,
Major REYNOLDS,

Commendatory letter from Flag-Officer Du Pgnt, U, 8: Navy, to Major Reynolds, U, 8. Marine
orps,
U, 8, FrLAGsHIP WABASH,
Port Royal Harbor, 8, C., November 19, 1861,

MAJor: You will find herewith a communication addressed by me
to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, forwarding your report in
relation to the disaster at sea which overtook the transport Governor,
on which you were embarked with the battalion of marines under your
command. : ; ,

I take this occasion to express to yourself, to the officers, noncom-
missioned officers, and-privates of the battalion my warm appreciation
of the good conduct and moral courage displayeéd by them on the occa-
sion above alluded to, Deprived of any opportunity to exert them.
selves, and those whose duty it was to take measures to meet the
emergency proving incompetent, your situation was a more trying one
than any encounter with our enemy could have been,

I felt much anxiety in reference to the battalion, and was truly
thankful to hear of its safo arrival.

T am, respectfully, your obedient servant, :
8. I', Du Pon,
Flag-Ofjicer, ete.
Major JNO. GEORGE REYNOLDS, :
Commanding Marine Battalion.

Letter from Flag-Officer Du Pont, U, 8, Navy, to Captalin Ringgold, U, 8. Navy, acknowledging
his services.
Tixtract.) U. 8. 8, WABASH,
Friday, November 8, 1861.

My DrAR CAPTAIN: 1 have your veport of saving the marines, and
until I can acknowledge your handsome services oflficially, pleaso
receive my informal thanks,

I send you the letters addrossed to you the other day,

[ am anxious you shoul¢ vesume the blockade of Georgetown, as
many vessels are fitting out, in England to get into South Carolina and
Georgin, * * *

Yours, truly,
S, I', Du Pont,

Captain RINGGOLD,

U. 8. Ship Sadbine,
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Report of Captain Ringgold, U. 8. Navy, transmitting detailed report of services performed
by the U. 8. ship 8abine, - .

U. 8, FRIGATE SABINE,
Navy Yard, New York, May 20, 1862.
Sir: It is proper for me to say that the accompanying report, etc.,
of the service rendered by the Sabine to the transport Governor, in
November, 1861, although prepared in January last, was not engrossed
until & day or two since. As expressed in the conclusion of' my letter
to you, accompanying the report; my only object was to have the facts
on file for future reference, and I therefore did not allow the subject to
interfere with my more important public duties,
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
CADWALADER RINGGOLD,
Captain, Commanding Sabine.
Hon. GIbEON WELLES, :
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

[Enclosures.)

U. S, FRIGATE SABINE,
New York, Januwry 6, 1862,

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that on the morning of the 1st of
November last, in consequence of indications of approaching stormy
weather and reluctance to jeopard the safety of my ship in an exposed
t‘oadstead like that oftf Georgetown, 8, O,, I weighed my anchor and put

0 seq, »

As the squadron under the command of Flag Officer Du Pont
encountered the memorable gale of the succeeding night, 